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8 PRE. 


PRI F 
J* it be more ** to an ingenu- 
ous mind to celebrate the praiſes 
of humanity, it is no leſs neceſſary to 
expoſe the vices that deform it. In 
enumerating the excellences of men, 


we preſent a model to imitate; in de- 


tecting their depravity, we hold out 
an example to deter. In either caſe, 
the attempt is equally uſeful and com- 
mendable. To hold the mirror up to 
Nature, to ſhew Vice its own image, 
is the defign of this publication; it 
will be ſtyled ſevere, but there are 
caſes, where ſeverity is juſtice, and it 


is much to be feared, that the perſons 


A in 
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in queſtion are too incorrigible to be 


chaſtened by any lecture either of gen- 


tle or harſh reproof: however, if the 
public gain information or inſtruction 
from it, the author's wiſhes will be 
partly accompliſhed. 

_ —Quid melius aut majus Reipublice facere 


poſſumus, quam fi populos erudimus atque do- 
cemus ps 


"We are conſcious that! in this t. 
we ſhall i incur the charge of ill- nature 
and miſanthropy, that it will be ſaid 
we write from diſcontent and diſap- 
pointmegt. and that the moſt illiberal 


motives will be applied to us; but | 


while the author s pen has in no in- 
ſtance w hate rer tranſgreſſed the bounds 
of truth, while the characters concern- 
ed, are (he fears) far beyond the reach 
of his cenſure of his praiſe,” and ſince 
it muſt be allowed that their general 
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deportment renders them the fitteſt 
ſubjects of popular animadverſion, the 
principles which dictate the ſucceeding; 
pages muſt be wholly immaterial. 

To attack the helpleſs and unfortu- 
nate, under any circumſtances, is baſe 
and inhuman; but ſurely, when per- 
ſons of the moſt exalted rank, pre- 
eminently diſtinguiſhed by genius and 
talents, in full enjoyment of all the 
bleſſings of fortune, abuſe theſe ad- 
yantages, it cannot be criminal to bring 
them forward on the public ſtage, and 
we have felt no reluctance in develo- 
ping the vile conduct of men, who de- 
rive all their conſequence from rank 
or fortune, none from merit. 

The poor man, uneducated and in- 
experienced, inſtigated by penury and 
every ſpecies of miſcry, to the perpe- 
tration of crime, is detected, aban- 
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doned to his fate, and left to periſh 
neglected and unpitied. No generous 
advocate comes forth a volunteer in 
his defence. Why then ſhould the 
haughty unfeeling nobleman, whoſe 
example perhaps operated to the de- 
ſtruction of the other, and who has 
no plea to urge in extenuation of his 
profligacy, eſcape the laſh of rebuke? 
We hold it far more honourable to ex- 
erciſe the province of free and merited 
ſatire, than to purſue the line of mean 
and fulſome adulation; as it is more 
congenial with a liberal ſpirit, to be be- 
holden to popular favour, than to draw 
advantages from individual bounty, 
by a ſacrifice of perſonal independence. 
The author is too well acquainted 
with the merciful diſpoſition of thoſe 
whom he has thus brought forward, 
to be ignorant, that were he diſcovered; 


he 
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he ſhould draw down on his head the 
whole collected battery of their re- 
ſentment, and that the iron arm of 
oppreſſion would be employed to cruſh 
him, He muſt therefore, however 
unwillingly, conceal himſelf under the 
veil of ſecrecy. Truth ought not to 
be leſs powerful from the neceſlity, 
that demands this ſecrecy, and as we 
have before obſerved, our purpoſe will 
be in a great degree accompliſhed, if 
we can ſucceed, by taking duſt out of 
the eyes of the multitude, in leflening - 
that ariſtocratic 'influence which ſo 
much pains are now taking to per- 
petuate; and to that end, what method 
ſo probable, as by exhibiting to public 
view, the corruption and filthy debau- 
chery of thoſe, who are thus wickedly 
attempting to eſtabliſh an eternal and 
deſtructive authority over them. Po- 
| A3 pular 


PREFACE. 
pular eſteem ſhould be attached only 
to purity of principles, or an union of 
virtue and talents : when ſuperior ge- 
nius ſerves only to render moral depra- 
vity more notorious, general indigna- 
tion ſhould riſe in proportion. Tt is 
to be feared however, that a revolution 
in government, can alone bring about a 
revolution in morals; while it continues 
the cuſtom to annex ſuch ſervile awe and 
proſtituted reverence to thoſe who are 
virtually the moſt undeſerving of it, 
and whoſc e ſole merit conſiſts in their 
birth or titles, the latter (as we ſhall 
prove) commonly laviſhed on the vileſt 
part of the human race ; while ſuch 
an unnatural ſyſtem is ſuffered to ex- 
iſt, what happy reſult can be expect- 
ed? A bad tree can never yield good 
fruit. The bleſſings of the B----ſh 
C---t----t-on do not prevent the ex- 
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iſtence of the moſt enormous and cry- 
ing evils, and if it would be unwiſe 
to annihilate it altogether, in the name 
of reaſon let it be ſpeedily and liberally 
reformed. 

Independent of party attachment, 
unwarped by prejudice, and guided 
only by the ſtricteſt impartiality, with 
a deſire of turning the bias of popular 
admiration, the author ſubmits the 
following characters to public inſpec- 
tion, and if the general merits of the 
publication, were only adequate to the 
truths which it contains, he ſhould en- 
tertain no doubt of it being received 
with univerſal ſucceſs and approba- 
tion. 
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HE moſt abſurd and tyrannical preju- 


dices are they which originate in cuſ- 
tom, becauſe the moſt difficult to conquer. 
Antiquity ſeems, as it were, to conſecrate er- 
ror, and men chuſe rather to follow the old 
beaten path, that reaſon and humanity ex- 
plode, than purſue new lights, which emanate 
from that divine eſſence. The duties annex- 
ed to this elevated ſtation are clear and preciſe; 1 
if performed, the act is its beſt reward. Na- 
tional gratitude repays the deed, and ſelf ap- 
probation exalts the ſentiment. If neglected, 
poor indeed is the claim to public affection, 
that conſiſts in rank alone. We hope the 


ancient 
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ancient ſyſtem. is nearly at an end, and that 
mankind will ſoon be convinced, how diſ- 
graceful it is to pay homage to a perſon, 
merely on account of his deſcent, while they 
frequently withhold it from thoſe whoſe vir- 
tues and talents ſhould extort it from them. 
The gewgaw of royal parade is calculated to 
Entrap the admiration of the ignorant. The 
intereſt of courtiers, and other minions of the 
fame deſcription, naturally enliſts them on the 
fame ſide; but the man of independent ſpi- 
rit, the philoſopher, the man of ſenſibility ſees 
through a brighter mirror, and judges from 

moral, not from adventitious cauſes. | 
The Proverbs of Solomon, and the Maxims 
of the Duc de la Rochefoucault, are equally 
founded in wiſdom and truth. Theſe trite 
fayings, on the above ground, are highly 
re ſpectable. There is an old French adage, 
Dia moi ce que tu hantes, ſe te dirai qui 
tu es, which, in Engliſh, ſignifies, Tell me 
the company you keep, and Il tell you what 
you are. If ſo; how are we to judge of this 
RI P—g—e; or what is the proſpect for 
this country on a future contingency, ?— 
Sorry are we to obſerve, that the proſpect is 
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dreary indeed, or what elſe could render the 
preſent reign tolerable ?—-A reign, where 
every abuſe of true government has been com- 
mitted, —where the ſyſtem of favouritiſm, 

corruption, and of war, has been carried to 
the utmoſt extent—where the reputed do- 
meſtic virtues of the ſovereign (however ex- 
emplary in a private ſtation, are unprofitable 
in the great ſcale of public affairs,) are the ſole 
compenſation for all the above evils, —for the 
fruits of an inordinate ſelfiſh avarice extracted 
from the very entrails of the people ; and for a 
load of taxes, that muſteventuallyeither rouſe or 
deſtroy them ! We are leſs ſenſible to preſent 
burthens, when the future announces no juſt 
hope of alleviation. Let us enquire who are 


the choſen companions and confidential inti- 55 


mates of the Pe of W—s? They are the very 
lees of ſociety : creatures, with whom a perſon 
of morality, or even common decency could 
not aſſociate. The B—ys, Sir J. L——de, 
and Mr. - Hr. If a man of 
the moſt depraved, the vileſt caſt, were, from 
a vicious ſympathy, to chuſe his company, it 

were impoſſible for his choice to fix any where 
elſe, Where the Hr to the C— n, on whom 


the 
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the happineſs of ſo many millions is hereafter 
to depend, affords ſuch teſtimony of his taſte 
and attachments, the people cannot expect any 
benefit or relief from that quarter, and it 
becomes them to think ſeriouſly for them- 
ſelves. That period muſt arrive. 

The aftability and addreſs of this P—e are 
deſcribed as extremely engaging : certainly his 
whole exterior deportment is far different from 
what we have been accuſtomed to witneſs in 
the reſt of his family, and theſe advantages he 
does not fail to apply to the advancement of his 
own. immediate views. The Lady with whom 
he is connected, and the nature of which con- 
nection, is likely one day to become a matter 
of moſt ſerious national diſcuſſion, is reported 
to have involved herſelf in the utmoſt pecu- 
niary embarraſſments on his account, and his 
behaviour to her, we have ſome reaſon to be- 
lieve, has not been of the moſt grateful, deli- 
cate, or honourable nature. 

The only clue to guide our judgment, in re- 
gard to future expectation, muſt be from the 
line of conduct hitherto purſued, and from 
thence what are we to expect? When the 


n liberality of the nation chearfully ac- 
quieſced 


®. 
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quieſced in paying a ſum of money, granted for 
the purpoſe of diſcharging certain debts, it 
was under the ſanction of an implied engage- 
ment, that xvery uſeleſs expence was to be 
lopped off, the eſtabliſhment diminiſhed, and 
a ſyſtematic plan of œconomy adopted. To 
encourage this hope, pending the buſineſs, 
duſt was caſt into the eyes of the public. The 
moſt flattering aſſurances were generally held 
out: race-horſes, coach-horſes, hounds, &c: 
&c. were publicly ſold ; nor could it have 
been imagined that, in ſo young a mind, hy- 

pocriſy had taken ſuch deep root : but what 


was the ſcene which a very few months diſ- 3 


cloſed? No ſooner had parliament voted this 
money, than decency was ſet at defiance, pub- 
lic opinion ſcorned, the turf eſtabliſhment re- 
vived in a more ruinous ſtyle than ever, the wide 
field of diſſipation and extravagance enlarged, 
freſh debts contracted to an enormous amount, 
which it is neither in his own, or the nations 
power to diſcharge, and ſtrong doubts enter- 
tained that the money voted by parliament was 
not applied to the purpoſe for which it was 
granted. Had a private individual acted in 
like manner, he would have become the out- 

caſt 
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caſt of his family, and the whole world had 


abandoned him: but in the caſe before us, 
where the example is ten thouſand times more 
contagious, ſuch a flagrant breach of faith, 
ſuch baſe ingratitude, has hardly received the 
ſlighteſt animadverſion. Ought we to ſhew 
more indulgence to one, whoſe peculiar duty 
2pular favour, and to act in 
ſuch a manner as to deſerve it, and from whoſe 
exalted ſtation the public have a right to ex- 
pect leſſons of morality and virtue, than to one 
whoſe deviation from its rules, only produces 
partial effects, and can be of no detriment to 
the community at large? How unjuſt it is, 
what an inverſion of every fair honourable 
principle, to ſuffer the dignity of rank to af- 
ford a veil to moral depravity. To protect 
genius, to reward merit, to reheve diſtreſs, is 
what we look for from a munificent Prince, 
and when the nation is called on to liquidate 
immenſe debts, without one ſingle inſtance of this 


Kind on record, to juſtify ſuch a perverſion of 


their money, it is perfidy to the public, and not 


a warranted liberality towards the Prince, for par- 
liament to do ſo. From parliaments however, 
conſtituted as they are at preſent, it were vain to 

| expect 
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expect redreſs. The ſoi diſant repreſentatives 
of the commons of England, are merely the 
nominees of a haughty unfeeling ariſtocracy. 
Lord North and Mr. Burke may avail them- 
ſelves of their falſe credit, to abuſe the people, 
telling them that the preſent mode of repre- 
fentation is adequate to the correction of every 
evil. So it may be with them, but the at- 
tempt to impoſe ſuch error on unprejudiced, en- 
lightened minds is prepoſterous. The fact is this: 
All reform of government in England, as we 
have beheld it elſewhere, muſt begin and end 
with the people: nor is it the wretched farce 

of royalty, that the puppets are now acting, 
that will long delude them. The ſyſtem is 
erroneous, and the example of France we truſt 
in G- d, will be ſucceſsful, and that Engliſh- 
men may be inſpired by it. When the ſhoe 
pinches, it is thrown aſide. Court ſycophants, 
whether at St. James's, or Carlton Houſe, it 
ſignifies not, are equally intereſted in the ſuc- 
ceſs of the piece. To this circumſtance. it is 
owing, that we behold the harmony which 
actually prevails in every branch of the Roy-l 
Fam-ly. Tt is delightful to confider how the 
princi iple of common * unites even choſe 
— who 
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who are diſunited by particular diſcordancies; 
and how little differences ſeem to be wholly loſt 
in the immenſity of more momentous con- 
cerns. Certain connections muſt be odious 
to German pride, and no cordial attachment 
can ever ſubſiſt, but union is the grand point 
to be conſulted at this juncture. To re- 
ſtrain the leaders of oppoſition within bounds, 
and to prevent the diſplay of thoſe abilities and 
exertions, which it is infamous in them to with- 
hold, is the bent of the coalition between 
Bm, and C--1--on Houſe. The tranſ- 
cendant qualities of that man, whom the nation 
has long looked up to with reverence and af- 


fection, ſhould diſdain ſuch trammels; and, 


having once openly avowed his ſentiments, 
he ſhould perſiſt till he had ſucceeded in re- 
ducing them to practice. Such diffidence is 
no ways honourable to his character. It cer- 
tainly is the proper ſeaſon, now that the minds 
of men are fluſhed with the heroic ardour that 
has accompliſhed the immortal work of liberty 
in a neighbouring nation, to ſtop the torrent 
of abuſes, and to promote the plan of reform 
amongſt ourſelves. If the occaſion be ne- 


pains neither this age nor poſterity will have 
cauſe 
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cauſe to venerate his ſupineneſs. The mere 
fincerity of his wiſhes will not deſerve, nor 
will he receive the panegyric of hiſtory : he 
will fink into oblivion. 

Nations have long been diſtracted by civil 
and foreign broils. The vile intereſt of p- ces 
cements the diſcord, and the abuſed, unhappy 
people ſuffer. The crimes of the kings of 
France have of late been faithfully tranſlated 
and publiſhed in London. Would the crimes 
of the kings of E- -d appear leſs horrible, or 
would the hiſtory of the preſent reign caſt a 
light on the ſhade, when we reflect that during 
the above period, one hundred thouſand inno- 
cent gallant lives, and above one hundred mil- 
lion of money, were ſacrificed to the implaca- 
ble and bloody perſeverance in the American 
war, that the preſent military arrangements 
in India, founded in tyranny and uſurpation, 
promiſe no leſs ſiniſter effects, as the plan is 
equally impolitic, barbarous, and unjuſt? Mi- 
ſerable ſhort - ſighted policy ! The American 
war has eſtabliſhed the liberty of France, and 
the conſequences will remain an eternal leſſon 

to k--gs, as long as ſuch a thing ſhall be ſuf- 
. fered to exiſt, but do their crimes appear leſs 
B heinous 
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heinous for the good that has ſprung from their 
criminal deſigns? Had what has happened 
been foreſeen, America might {till have worn 
the chains of this country, which would have 
eſcaped the addition of one hundred million to 


its debt, and France might itill have groan- 


ed under the moſt abje& and degrading ſla- 
very. On the whole, therefore, let us re- 
Joice. 

The enemies to reform inveigh againſt the 
principle by falſe compariſons, judgingsfrom 
the preſent ſtate of France, not yet recqyered 
from the wounds inflicted by her own unna- 


_ tural children, and ſtill threatened by thoſe mi- 


ſerable emigrants who have the inſolent auda- 
city to ſet up the Ideal Rights of Princes in 
competition with the Real Rights and Happi- 
neſs of Mankind. They judge of the condi- 


tion of others from the tranquillity and honours 


they themſelves enjoy ; but it is not the par- 
tial eaſe and ſecurity of the rich that ſhould 
operate with Britiſh Legiſlators. It is their 
duty to extend their views much farther. In 
proportion to the degree of luxury on one fide, 
there exiſts a degree of want and wretchedneſs 


on the other, and as poverty is the parent and 
5 nurſe 
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nurſe of crimes, an equal degree of corruption 
and profligacy on both. Mr. P-tt may beſtow 
all his care and attention on finance, and with- 
out a ſhadow of claim, regard himſelf as a great 
Financier ; but there are other objects that at 
preſent command the vigilant attention of a mi- 
niſter. Mr. P-tt appears rather as a pitiful ex- 
ciſeman, than as the miniſter of a great nation, 
and while his ſole ſtudy is bent on contrivan- 
ces to ſupply the little dirty temporary exigen- 
cies of Finance, whereon he imagines his con- 
tinuance in office to depend, he wholly ne- 
glects the vaſt conſtitutional intereſts of the 
kingdom. On which ever ſide they turn, the 
people have nothing to expe& but from their 
own energy and virtue. Adminiſtration is hoſ- 
tile, Oppoſition ſeems ſunk into a ſtate of the 
moſt ſtupid apathy : the heir ap----t himſelf 
1s devoted to the meaneſt purſuits, and the 
meaneſt ſociety, and ſeems only to dread the 
hour that a burthen to which he feels himſelf 
ſo unequal, is to fall on him. A reform in our 
government may relieve him from his anxiety, 
and he may ſtill diſappoint general expectation. 
He himſelf may have a glorious opportunity 

1 2 | of 
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of redeeming all his faults, and by voluntarily 
and earneſtly promoting the plan, appear in the 
beſt and greateſt of all nn the firſt of 


patriot citizens. 


Tur 


THE JOCKEY CLUB. 


Tur D-kE or Y--x. 


NO nation ever ſeemed more ſtupidly rooted 
in admiration of the glare and parade of royalty 
than the Engliſh. France, when in the zenith 
of enthuſiaſm for the principles of monarchy, 
and the glory of her grand monarque, never be- 
trayed ſuch diſguſting inſtances of it as we ac- 
tually behold in this country. The bleſſings 
of the preſent reign might have yielded better 
inſtruction, but there are ſome ſo impenetrable to 
conviction, as not to be convinced, though one 
were to riſe from the dead. The fulſome adulation 
that fills the majority of our daily prints, is a diſ- 
grace to the national character. From thence the 
people are led to underſtand that the look, the 
dreſs, the very geſtures of their p- nces are objects 
of importance to them. The latter, on their 
part, do their beſt to keep up the abſurdity. We 
read of the ground being covered with green 
baiſe, the bare earth not being good enough 
for royal feet to tread on, canopies of ſtate, 
erected for the reception of the moſt inſigni- 
ficant puppets that act in this farce, and the 

B 3 whole 
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whole deſcribed in our public newſpapers with 
all poſſible ſeriouſneſs and ſolemnity, in order 
to delude and overawe the minds of the mul- 
titude. * Happy, however, are we to know 
that the ſenſible, enlightened part of the nation, 
whoſe voice muſt eventually prevail, view all 


* The numberleſs advantages acquired by this coun- 
try ſince the acceſſion of Ge the Th-rd, are too 
evident to require illuſtration ; but amongſt other in- 
ſtances of apparent national proſperity, we cannot for- 
dear to mention our great conqueſts, and glory derived 
from the American war, —the very flattering diminu- 
tion of the national debt the comfortable relief which 
the people have experienced from the amazing decreaſe 
of taxes, —and above all, the obligation they muſt eyer 
acknowledge, for the t9ta/ abolition of thoſe exciſe-laws, 
which certainly were not altogether conſiſtent with the 
ſpirit of a conſtitution eternally boaſting its freedom. 
Such are the pitiful artifices which are at preſent 
practiſed in the Britiſh Court, with a view of faſcinating 
popular opinion by the vain glare of additional ſplendor 
and magnificence, thereby hoping to cruſh that liberal 
ſpirit. of equalization which prevails elſewhere, and te 
keep up as long as poſſible the odious, barbarous ſyſ- 
tem of ariſtocracy, that is not yet exploded amongſt us. 
For private acts of charity and royal munificence, 
they are not quite ſo manifeſt, therefore we muſt, in 
candour allow the more merit to that amiable modeſty 
which conceals them from public admiration. 


this 
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this abſurdity with the diſguſt it 
merits. 

The atchievements of the prince in queſtion, 
ſince his firſt return from Germany, have been 
chiefly confined to the parade in St. James's 
Park, and to the Tenis-Court in James-Street, 
with pretty frequent relaxation amongſt the 
nymphs of Be-kely-Row. Nevertheleſs, his 
R----] P-----ts early pronounced him the 
Hope of the Family; and once, in an hour 
of feſtivity, when this Hope of the Family was 
{o intoxicated as to fall ſenſeleſs under the table, 
the p----e, his brother, with his glaſs in hand, 
ſtanding over this fallen body, performed- the 
ceremony of baptiſm, triumphantly exclaiming, 
Here lie the Hopes of the Family. 

Farther than we have mentioned, the virtues 
and talents of this prince are unknown to us ; 
we ſhall, therefore, tranſcribe his character as 
drawn by the late Monſ. de Mirabeau, who 
met him a few years ago on the continent. 
Writing from Brunſwick, he ſpeaks of him as 
follows : 

Le Due d' Vork eſt arrive ici ce ſoir, et 
Fempereur n'aurait pas été traite avec plus 
de reſpect, et ſurtout par la ducheſſe fa Tante. 
B 4 Le 
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Le Duc D'Y--k puiſſant _ puiſſant 
buveur, rieur infatigable, fans graces, ans con- 
tenance, ſans politeſſe, reſſent une eſpece de 
paſſion pour une Femme Marice a un Mari 
Jaloux qui le tourmente & le detourne d'un eta- 
bliſſement. Il y' a plufieurs verſions ſur ſon 
compte. On dit qu' apres avoir -ete libertin 
effrene, il lui vient quelque veillite de faire ſon 
metier. Pour moi, je lui trouve toute Venco- 
lure d'un prince Allemand, double d'inſolence- 
Anglaiſe, mais depourvu de la libre cordialite 
de cette nation. 
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D—xE of 5. 


IF there was wanting further proof of the 
blindneſs of fortune, her favours proſtituted on this 
nobleman would confirm ĩt. Avarice is the vice of 
old age, when it predominates in young men, 
it is intolerable. Poſſeſſed of immenſe riches, 
together with the moſt powerful connections, 
and commanding influence in this country, 
theſe extraordinary advantages ſerve no other 
purpoſe than to promote his own ſordid views. 
Inſenſible to the duties allotted to his ſtation, 
nor feeling the delight of relieving thoſe who 
labour under the preſſure of adverſity, it is his 
ſole, invariable ſtudy to increaſe the enormous 
wealth he already poſſeſſes. He ſtarted early 
on the turf, which immediately diſcloſed the 
bent of his mind. Unlike other young men, 
inſtead of following it as an amuſement, he re- 
duced himſelf to a level with the loweſt black- 
leg, by a ſcandalous zeal to convert it into pro- 
fit. Juſt emancipated from the diſcipline of 
Weſtminſter ſchaol, and the trammels of his 
grandmother, it might have been preſumed 

that 
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that the enjoyments of liberty would have ex- 
panded his mind ; but the principle was innate, 
and, from the earlieſt period, he appears more 
emulous to vie with Mr. Og—n as a ſcientific 
calculator of chances in the odds at Newmar- 
ket, than to adopt the ſentiments of a gentle- 
man, purſuing his pleaſure *. 

We all remember how Junius, in his im- 
mortal letter to the late Duke of B-—d, la- 
menting what he was, tells him what he might 
have been ; let us refer his preſent G—ce, as 
a leſſon of admonition to that letter. It is not 
yet too late in life for him to diſcover his er- 
ror, and to correct the plan on which he has 
begun. He will have cauſe to rejoice in the 
alteration ; and, if it be not his own fault, he 


* When the D—ke of B-——d was extremely 
young, on almoſt his firſt appearance at Newmarket, 
he met a celebrated character on the turf at that time, 
known by the name of Count Swele, The Count was 
in very indifferent circumſtances, and preſſing his G- ce 
to a bet, the D—xke offered far leſs odds than were cur- 
rent on the race: no more than five to four: — when 
the Count quaintly replied, No, my Lord, the black- 
legs will bet me two to one. 

Hence we may perceive how ſoon this young mind 
unravelled itſelf, 


_—_ 
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may ſtill be the inſtrument of happineſs to 
thouſands, and become an ornament and bleſſ- 
ing to his country, by a judicious exertion of 
his influence to accelerate that reform of go- 
vernment, which, ſooner or later, muſt ine vi- 
tably take place. 

His G ce has made the tour of Europe 
on a Platonic ſyſtem, with an antiquated demi- 
rep, onde the miſtreſs of a noble D—ke, when 
prime miniſter of this country, and afterwards 
diſtinguiſhed by her amours and travels with an- 
other D-ke, who, not long ſince, was our am- 
baſſador at the court of France. This lady, af- 
ter having run the gauntlet of Europe, under all 
the viciſſitudes of fortune, is actually the legiti- 
mate wife of a Britiſh peer. Since the D—ke 
of B—-d's abdication of her, he connected him- 
ſelf with another, whoſe youth, beauty, and ac- 
compliſhments defy panegyric, and are the ſure 
criterion of his taſte and judgment. That 
connection is now diſſolved, and we believe 
his Grace to be at preſent without any female 


attachment, 


20 THE JOCKEY CLUB. 


WF have little to obſerve in regard to this 
gentleman fe has of late attached himſelf 
very cloſely to the D-—ke of B d, is his 
declared coniederate on the turf, and ſup- 
poſed to have much weight with him in the 
ordinary occurrences of life. He is a good- 
humoured, focial companion, plays an excel- 
Tent game at whiſt, and ſeems to follow up his 
own intereſt with as much zeal, as any of his 
acquaintance, 
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D—KE 0F GTX. 


THIS n—blem-n comes from an impure 
race. He is a baſtard deſcendant from Charle 
the Second. 7 

If there were wanting additional monuments 
to the glory of the preſent reign, it ſhould be 
remembered that the D— ke of G—t—n was 
at one period the prime miniſter of this coun- 
try. That adminiſtration is conſigned to eter- 
nal obloquy by the pen of one, whoſe labours, 
however periodical the ſubject, will render their 
author immortal. They drove this man from 
the helm, to that retirement and obſcurity, un- 
der the ſafeguard of which he has ſince ſhel- 
tered himſelf. He was long connected with 
the L-dy we have before mentioned, when, 
fearing the effects of popular indignation, he 
baſely abandoned her, and unadmoniſhed by 
experience, having already married one ſlippery 
damſel, from the ſame family, who is now 
living, he again united himſelf in marriage 
with another beautiful virgin of the immacu- 
late houſe of Bloomſbury. His principles are 

haughty 
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haughty and tyrannical, his temper ſullen and 
iraſcible, impatient of contradiction, ever mak- 
ing his will the law. 
 Quod yult, fic jubet, 

Nevertheleſs, he is row ſunk into the moſt con- 
temptible inſignificance, and ſeems to have 
given up all thoughts of incurring further no- 
toriety. 


|» ==43 


3 
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D-kE oF Q-NsB—Ry. 


FEW perſons are fo generally known as the 
no——n in queſtion. He has long ſhone a 
{ſplendid meteor on this metropolis of volup- 
tuouſneſs, and, even in his decadence, ſtill ad- 
heres to thoſe Epicurean principles which di- 
ſtinguiſhed his youth; although it is to be la- 
mented, that he now affords only a diſguſting 
inſtance of extreme folly, in affecting to ap- 
pear, what it is phyſically impoſſible for him 
to practiſe. 

The celebrated retort of the great Mr. Pitt 
on Horatio Walpole, who attacked him on 
the ſcore of his being a young man, may very 
properly be applied to his Grace. 

Mr. Pitt wiſhes that © his follies may ceaſe 
« with his youth, and that he may not be in- 
« cluded in that number, who are ignorant in 
« ſpite of experience.” He further obſerves, 
_ « that age becomes juſtly contemptible, when 

« the opportunities, which it brings, have paſt 
* away without improvement, and vice appears 
| « to 


© 
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« to —_— when the paſſions have ſub- 
ſided *. 

No man poſſeſſes a more uſeful underſtand- 
ing, more worldly ſenſe than his Gr- ce, but he 
cannot conquer habit which is ſo grafted in him 
as to be a ſecond nature, elſe he would perceive 
the melancholy, contemptible ſpectacle he now 
exhibits, and eſcape that derifion, to which he 
daily expoſes himſelf. We may apply to him 
the verſe of Horace, 


Luſiſti ſatis, ediſti ſatis, atque bibiſti. 
Tempus abire tibi. — — 


The D—ke's exploits have not been merely 
confined to the ſphere of gallantry. In the an- 
nals of Newmarket his fame will ever live. 
From his youth upwards, to the preſent day, 
however numerous and {kilfull his rivals, none 
ever excelled him in the myſteries and manœu- 
vres of the turf, where it cannot be concealed 
he has occaſionally indulged himſelf in a wider 
latitude than, with ſtrict integrity, could poſſi- 
bly be admitted. His long intimacy with 
Dick G—d{—n, who is rather to be confidered 
as a confidential adviſer, than as a menial ſer- 


* Vide Parliamentary Debates. 
vant, 
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vant, reflects no honour, and the riches ac- 
quired by the groom, under the auſpices of his 
maſter, yield room for juſt ſuſpicion. 

We cannot expatiate on the diſintereſted be- 
nevolence of his G-ce ; we cannot ſay, * that 
« he has a ſoul open as day to melting chari- 
« ty*;” but he is ever foremoſt to greet the 
arrival of a great foreign Prince, and, inde- 
pendent of all principle, to court the ſunſhine 
of r-y-1 favour. On ſuch occaſions pecuniary 
facrifices are only a ſecondary. conſideration. 
On the whole, he is to be regarded as a man 
of a ſelfiſh intereſted mind. All his actions 
bear the ſtamp of ſplendid oſtentation, not of 


pure unalloyed generoſity. 


* Shakeſpear. 


5 * C EARL 


5 Ct s . 


—_ 
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EARL G-—N-—R. 


IN tracing the lineaments of his Lordſhips 
countenance, we behold the faithful index of a 
ſordid vicious mind; and Lavater would be 
highly flattered, by this additional ſtriking il- 
luſtration of his ingenious and eccentric ſyſtem. 
Here we diſcover another inſtance of the extra- 
vagant abſurdity and madneſs of the indiſcrimi- 
nate abuſe of titles, generally conferredon thoſe, 
whoſe manners and principles would diſgrace the 
very loweſt claſs of Society. We can makeallow- 
ance for the coarſeſt vulgarity, when united with 
an open, generous, and humane diſpoſition ; but 
where we can perceive no moral beauty to 
counterbalance the blemiſhes of phyſical defor- 
mity, the picture is then completely frightful. 

Some perſons are born predeſtinarians. Doc- 
tor Dodd was always fully perſuaded, that he 
ſhould one day be hanged; a fate however, that 
he might have eſcaped, had it not been for one 
of the moſt diſtinguiſhed Ri Favourites *, 


* Earl of C=t—f—dg, 


who. 
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who would not diſpenſe with the principles of 
tremendous juſtice, even in behalf of his tutor 
and his friend. The doctor's preſſentiment 
was fulfilled. Perhaps this noble Peer labour- 
ed ſo heavily under the ſame impreſſion, that 
he was deſirous of ſaving Jack Catch the trou- 
ble of his office, when he was found hanging, 
and unfortunately cut down by a Stable Boy at 
Vork. | 

His lordſhip never performed a generous 
action in his life, and but once a juſt one; and 
that was, when heattempted to hang himſelf, in 
which, had he ſucceeded, the world would highly 
have extolled the deed, as an a& of the moſt 
exemplary juſtice. He has ſurvived the at- 
_ tempt, and it is in the womb of fate, how he is 
hereafter to be diſpoſed of. At preſent he ap- 
pears recruited in ſpirits, and he purſues, with 
unabated perſeverance, the ſame plan of filthy 
debauchery, that he followed, in his younger 
days; with this only difference, that, as his pow- 
er decay, his vices, if poſſible, are more loath- 
ſome and degenerate. 


C 2 | Loxp 
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LoRp B—G—E 


IS ſon to the above nobleman, and opened a 
brilliant career in the ſudden diſplay of his ex- 
traordinary talents, as a ſcholar, an orator, and a 
ſtateſman. The moſt competent judges have al- 

ready pronounced him a deep and learned Gre- 
cian: his eloquence is of that peculiar kind, as 
muſt ever extort admiration, and his abilities, as a 
ſtateſman, although yet in bloſſom, leave no 
reaſon to doubt what they will be, when arriv- 
ed at maturity. It were to be wiſhed, however, 
that this truly hopeful young man, who promiſes 
one day to reflect ſo much additional luſtre on 
the Britiſh Peerage, and who has already ſhewn 
himſelf ſo profoundly ſtudied in the dead, would 
condeſcend to beſtow a little more attention on 
the living languages ;—at leaſt on his own. 
The ſpecimen already exhibited in thoſe ma- 
ſterly eſſays of elocution, with which he has 
hitherto entertained and inſtructed the H—ſe 
of C—m—ns, are only deficient in that point, 
which ſome perſons are faſtidious enough to re- 
20 : quire 
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quire in Parliamentary ſpeeches—a practical 
knowledge of grammar. 

In other reſpects, his manner is ſo unaffected, 
the graces of his perſon ſo captivating, that the 
Houſe in general, which (from whatever cauſe 
it may happen) is too often deſerted on theſe 
occaſions, and the ladies in particular when 
they honour the gallery with their preſence, 
declare him abſolutely irreſiſtible. 

His Lordſhip's ſupport of the preſent admi- 
niſtration adds freſh laurels to the triumphs of 
Mr. P-tt, and much may be juſtly expected 
from Lord B-Ig—e, in whom the virtues of 
both his parents are united. | 
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Ornd D— V—x—s. 


THIS veteran is one of the very few that 
remain of the old Bloomſbury gang. Almoſt all 
the reſt have paſſed the Stygian lake; and if re- 
wards, and puniſhments be allotted to a future 
ſtate, he has juſt reaſon to tremble for the fate 
of himſelf and friends. 

Mr. V—n—n began his career in life as an 
enſign in the guards: He immediately betray- 
ed an uncommon penchant for gaming; a ſci- 
ence, however, in which he has diſplayed more 
the {kill and prudence of a profeſſional gambler 
than the zeal and paſſion of an amateur. He 
was very ſoon initiated into the myſteries of the 
turf, and at an early period had reached the 
climax of the art. From extraordinary ſucceſs, 
and never failing caution, he is now ſuppoſed to 
be worth . 100,000, although his original 
fortune did not exceed . 3000. In the midſt 
of diſſipation, he ever preſerved a ſyſtem of fru- 
gality, bordering on avarice. The love of mo- 
nèy often hurries him beyond the bounds of de- 
cency, aud he is notorious for denying bets, 

when 
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when the race has been decided againſt him. 
Uniform regularity and attention to his affairs 
have marked his conduct through life. Un- 
poliſhed, and even illiterate in-his converſation, 
he poſſeſſes other advantages, that have enabled 
him to run his race with ſucceſs. Prudence 
and ſtrong worldly ſenſe are the qualities that 
have ſuſtained Mr. V n. He has an ex- 
cellent houſe at Newmarket, but much cannot 
be faid in favour of his hoſpitality. He is 
greatly attached to the pleaſures of his garden, 
which is equal to any in the kingdom. No 
longer in parliament, his refidence is now alto- 
gether in the country, to which he is probably 
induced, by his connection with a lady, who, 
was once a celebrated beauty in the houſe of 
the well known C—l—tte H—es, now Mrs. 
O'K-lly, widow of the late Count O'K-lly. 
This Lady's behaviour has been truly ex- 
emplary during her abode at Newmarket; 
and it is not to be doubted, but her friend 
will reward her in his will L. Mr. V n 
is 

A remarkable inſtance of genuine fimplicity is re- 
lated of Polly V=r—n. Being one day in company 
with the late Lord L—tt—n, at the houſe of Mrs. 
C4 Hes, 
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is now far advanced in years, but his faculties are 


perfect, and he is ſtill regarded as the oracle of 
Newmarket. 


H—es, his Lordſhip who was terribly addicted to blaſ- 
phemy, aſked her if ſhe knew one ]J—-ſ—s C——ſt, 
when ſhe replied with all poſſible naivete, that ſhe 
wondered at his Lordſhip's Imperance, that ſhe never was 
acquainted with no foreigners, 


GENERAL 
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TH. 


GENERAL S 


THIS diſtinguiſhed character, (to uſe the 
Grub-ſtreet phraſe) was born of poor but hon- 
eſt parents in St. James's Market, where they 
carried on the buſineſs of a retail cheeſemonger; 
and there are perſons, now living, who remem- 
ber the preſent General carrying cheeſes on 
his head to his father's cuſtomers. 

Pride and inſolence are the prominent features 
in this profligate upſtart ; and they are arrived 
to ſuch exceſs, as to render his deportment lu- 
dicrons to the higheſt degree. 

He went out early in life to India, where he 
amaſſed prodigious wealth, which, after va- 
rious viciſſitudes, he is reported to have ſquan- 
dered at the gaming tables, and we now believe 
him in great poverty: ſo that, if he cannot ſay, 
with Macheath, that the road has done him 
juſtice, he may at leaſt exclaim, with that hero, 
that the gaming table has been his ruin. 

The General is alſo a politician and a patriot; 
and of his patriotiſm, a memorable inſtance is 
on record, having been formerly convicted 


of 
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of bribery, at a popular election, for which he 
was fined, and condemned to a year's impri- 
ſonment in the King's Bench. He has like- 
wiſe appeared in public, on Mr. Foote's thea- 
tre, in the Haymarket, in the character of Sir 
Matthew Mite. 

As the General derived all his conſequence 
from his money, ſo, having loſt it, he is ſunk 
into his original inſignificance. 


TE 
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Tux YouNG G—N—R—L 


IS fon of the above mentioned gentleman, 
and his appearance announces his origin. He 
improves on all the follies and vices of his fa- 
ther ; and, in faying this, it is impoſſible to ga 
further, it being the ne plus ultra of extrava- 
gant abſurdity, 


SIR 
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SIR F. M—L—N—x. 


IN contemplating the ſenſible expreſſive 
features, the grand majeſtic figure of this va- 
lourous knight, our imagination involuntarily 
recurs to the days of chivalry. Indeed his ge- 
nius ſeems far more adapted to have ſhone con- 
ſpicuous in thoſe heroic ages, than calculated 
for the puny degenerate ſyſtem of the preſent 
day. Like his great coadjutor, Mr Burke, he 
laments that the age of chivalry is paſt : like 
him, he has long laboured within his own pe- 
culiar province, both by inſtruction and ex- 
ample, to revive the ſyſtem. Vauxhall and 
Ranelagh have been the theatre of his wonder- 
ous feats of gallantry. Within thoſe circles, 
many are the diſtreſſed damſels whom he has 
reſcued; yet, ſtrange to relate, his proweſs ſtill 
is left unrewarded. All the revolving years that 
have gone over his head, and marked him ve- 
nerably grey, have left him only to lament the 
fruitleſs efforts of his matchleſs perſeverance. 
No tender maid, no amiable widow with 50 or 
L. 100,000, and to many thouſands his hand 

heart 


THE JOCKEY CLUB. 37 


heart have been proffered, ever ſeemed inclined 
to reward his faithful conſtancy. His merit 
could not be denied, but his offers were invari- 
ably rejected. Blind to worth, his own ſex 
have not acted with leſs ingratitude. For him 
the word Bore was firſt brought into uſe. It 
was he who chiefly contributed to promote the 
currency of that word, and long has he been 
conſidered as the head of that numerous body 
of citizens. With what juſtice, candour muſt 
decide. Prejudice is ſtrong againſt him, for he 
talks much, and although his converſation ever 
turns on the moſt intereſting ſubje&t—himſelt, 
yet he ſeldom attracts more than one ſolitary 
admiring hearer. 

The Knight's atchievements have not been 
confined to the metropolis alone, an admirer 
of the olympic games of antiquity, the plains 
of York and Newmarket have natural at- 
tractions for him. There, indeed, his ſphere is 
more contracted: there he acts rather in a me- 
nial, than in a principal capacity: but there his 
ſervices are more honourably and gratefully re- 
warded *. Although devoted to the intereſts 


of 
* The Knight's philanthropy knows no bounds, for, 


although uncommonly tenacious of the reſpeC due to 


bis 
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of his friend, he has no attention to render them 
fubſervient to his own ; and if our hero's ap- 
pointment as Gen——n U-h-r of the B—ck 
R. d is during life, and produces a clear C. 2500 
per ann. and that he has a good independent 
eſtate of his own, yet his fortune is far unequal 
to his deſerts. He never turned his back on a 
friend in adverſity, whoſe favour he courted in 
proſperity. His heart and his purſe are ever 
open to the unfortunate, and it is to be hoped 
he will one day be exalted to a ſituation, where 
he will be duly rewarded. 


his rank and dignity, yet he often forgoes all confider- 
ations of that kind, in order to ſerve his friends, His 
employment at Newmarket is to bet for others, and 
the only reward he obtains for this eminent ſervice, is, 
when (to uſe a techical phraſe) the race is conſidered 
as a certainty, and the odds are four or five to one, he is 
permitted to bet a few guineas on even terms with his 


employer on the favourite horſe. 
Services ſhould be rewarded. 


SIR 
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SIR H. F— sT. 


IT is not always juſt to form an opinion from 
firſt appearances. The rule muſt not be deem- 
ed infallible, though it generally holds good; 
and, as far as it concerns the gentleman under 
our review, the exception cannot poſſibly, be 
admitted. His perſon, voice, and manners, are 
ſuperlatively effeminate and diſguſting; and we 
are ignorant of any one good quality in his na- 
ture, to efface the unfavourable prepoſſeſſion his 
exterior inſpires. We cannot beſtow merit on a 
negative character, nor will we allow any praiſe to 
one, who never does ill, if he has it in his power, 
and never does good. From ſuch a barren ſoil, 
the produce muſt neceſſarily be thin, and we 
diſmiſs this ſubject, as it will ſcarcely admit of 
further diſcuſſion. | 


EARL 
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EARL CY 


HERE, we behold a hardened, incorrigible 
veteran in every ſpeicies of iniquity. Unadmo- 
niſhed by time, and ignorant in ſpite of experi- 
ence, with unbluſhing front, he ſtill expoſes his 
vices to the world. Virtue 1s faid to have its 
own reward, and we are convinced that, to a 
generous mind, the inward ſatisfaction of per- 
forming its duty, is ſuperior to all it could re- 
ceive from any extrinſic ſource. But during this 
pious reign, how have favour and titles been pro- 
ſtituted. The above nobleman in the ſpace of a 
very few years, has paſſed through three different 
degrees of nobility, till we actually behold him 
an Earl of the kingdom of Ireland. If there ex- 
iſted no other inſtance of the kind to create diſ- 
guſt, ſurely the preſent example ought to ſhock us 
with the barbarous abſurdity of ſuch diſtinctions, 
when laviſhed on the moſt contemptible of the 
human race.—Tottering on the verge of eighty, 
this hoary ſycophant, this minion of courts, is ſtill 


remarkable only for his profligacy ; and, when 
he 
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he dies, will not leave on record, one fingle 
virtue, in the leaſt degree to expiate the load of 
infamy, with which he is overwhelmed. This 
nobleman has an appointment on the P——8 
of W 45's eſtabliſhment, and is another bril- 
liant ornament of his court. 
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Loxp F—L—Y. 


ANOTHER ornament to nobility. He 
ſtarted early in life on the wide theatre of this 
metropolis, when credulity was all alive, and 
every ſpeculator was open to every fraud. Jews 
and Gentiles were indifferent to Mr. F-L—v. 
No propoſition, however exorbitant, met re- 
ſiſtance on his part. Sign, ſeal, and deliver, 
was the final iflue of every pecuniary treaty. 
His father died, when the unexpected con- 
tents of his will, reduced the Jews to deſpair, 
and relieved his right honourable ſucceſſor from 
an infinity of embarraſſments. To this noble- 
man, however, it is owing, that the above kind 
of annuity credit is in a great meaſure deſtroyed. 
From ſuch an example, a bill was brought 
in, and carried through parliament, that in a 
great degree, aboliſhed the evil, and the preſent 
Lord F—-L v, in actual poſſeſſion of a 
clear income of /. 4000 per ann. with two 
excellent houſes kept up for his uſe, now 
bids defiance to his creditors, ſecks ſhelter 
2 from 
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from a gaol, under protection of his peerage, 
and contracts freſh debts, whenever the occa- 
ſion occurs, without condeſcending to indulge 
an idea of payment. On the Change, the Jews 
ſtill tremble at the name of F=L—y ; at New- 
market the name has loſt all its original cre- | 
dit, and the blacklegs now call for cover, before | 
his Lordſhip can accompliſh his bets. 


D 2 Ma. | 
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Mx. Cu— ES WyY—D—M. 


HOW few there are who have ſufficient 
diſcernment to paſs judgment on others. Mr. 
W—d—m, amongſt his aſſociates paſſes as a 
mighty clever follow ; and as the ſociety, in 
which he lives, is looked up to as the ſtandard 
of infallibity, the ladies have neceſſarily adopt- 
ed the opinion, and he is equally a favourite 
with them. From their deciſion there can be 
no appeal ; but it is no hereſy to differ in ſenti- 
ment from others. With the moſt vacant, 
ſtupid countenance, he may have Hidden charms 
that are pleaſing to the fair ſex ; but we can 
perceive no accompliſhment that ought to ope- 
rate to his advantage with us. We have al- 
ways thought what is called good nature, to 
be the moſt agreeable quality a man in ſociety 
can poſſeſs. He evidently has it not. His 
manners are dry and uncouth. In converſa- 
tion he generally takes the ill- natured fide of a 
queſtion ; and from the cloſeſt obſervation, 
not a ſingle trait ever occurred to us, that we 
could record to his praiſe. 


I EARL 
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EARL Or E—GR——T. 


INSIPIDITY and ennui are the character- 
iſtics of this nobleman. Of ſuch a reſtleſs diſ- 
poſition, that nothing is ſufficiently attractive 
to fix his attention ten minutes together. If 
we behold him for an inſtant, in a place of 
public entertainment, although even Mrs. 
Siddons performed, the next, he diſappears. 
With an immenſe income, he ſeems uncom- 
fortable and diſſatisfied: but, in juſtice, it muſt 
be obſerved, that he is reported to be charitable 
and benevolent ; at leaſt, if we are to judge by 
the rule of compariſon with others. 

His connection with a celebrated woman of 
faſhion, and the ſervices he rendered her fami- 
ly, during a long time, furniſhed matter for the 
Scandalous Chronicle, although her Ladyſhip 
is now too far advanced in the vale of years; to 
retain any influence over him, on account of 
her perſonal charms. 

His Lordſhip at preſent ſeems much de- 


D 3 voted, 
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voted, if not to the conviviality, at leaſt, to the 
exceſſes of the table. There, his principal 
delight appears to conſiſt: ſo that, with all 
his riches and advantages, in our opinion, he 
is rather a pitiable, than an enviable ſub- 
ject. 


G — 
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GC—Gt HG——R. 


HOW will it be poſſible to trace the ec- 
centric diſpoſition of this extraordinary perſon ? 
His oddities, however, would not be noticed 
by us, if, on the other fide, we could perceive 
any worthy quality to dwell upon. 

Some men affect wiſdom, who are extremely 
ignorant ; but it ſeldom happens that a perſon, 
exceſſively fooliſh, ſtill affects folly. The 
perſon in queſtion is admirably calculated to have 
ſhone a conſpicuous figure in courts, when it 
was the cuſtom to keep a f—l. He rarely 
attempts to ſpeak, unleſs it be to entertain the 
company with ſome inſtance or confeſſion of 
his own folly; indeed, he might ſpare him- 
ſelf the pains, it being ſufficiently, Bo to 


all. 


With an affectation of indifference, he is an 
egregious coxcomb, and he formerly reminded 
us very much of Beau Clincher in his fine 
cloaths. He has lately been honourably em- 


D4 ployed, 
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ployed, as a crimp, by the Eaſt India company, 
to raiſe recruits for their ſervice; and, as a 
proper reward for his merit, been advanced to 
an appointment in the P——s' houſehold ; 
with whom he has the happineſs of being in 
the habits of particular intimacy, 


Cor. 
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Cor. F —. 


DID the general character of Col. F 
keep pace with his intellectual accompliſh- 
ments, he were indeed the Arabian bird, and 
would leave all competition far behind; but, 
alas ! we are bound to confeſs, that, if we view 
in him much to admire, there ſtill exiſts more 
to condemn, and the balance caſts, the odds 
would be on the unfavourable ſide. 

We muſt not ſuffer his many faſcinating 
qualities to delude our judgment, or to tri- 
umph over that ſtrict impartiality, which is 
the baſis of this publication, whoſe avowed 
purpoſe, is to hold up the mirror of truth, in 
expoſing the folly or vices of thoſe, whom, 
from their ſuperior rank and education, the 
public falſely conſider as the oracle of right, 
and whoſe example has an invincible tendency 
to corrupt the taſte and manners of the age. 

All the charms of converſation, the brilli- 
ancy of wit, and the ſplendour of convivial 
talents are here united, Incidents, which 
apitate and torment the minds of other men, 
5h : affect 
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affect not him. At the gaming ORE where 
human paſſions generally appear in the moſt hi- 
deous colours, amidſt all the vexations of ill luck 
diſappointment, his temper ſtill preſerves its 
natural ſerenity. Nay often, ſuch philoſophy 
does he diſplay on theſe occaſions, that he con- 
verts his very misfortunes into matter of plea- 
fantry and mirth. It may beurged, perhaps, 
In explanation, that his indifference as to pay- 
ment of his loſſes, accounts for this ſtoic com- 
poſure ; but, all things conſidered, it muſt 
fairly be admitted, that, in the caſe before us, 
he preſents a very rare inſtance of equanimity 
and good ſenſe. 

Through the inflyence of his friend Mr, 
F-x, during Lord R————m's laſt admi- 
niſtration, he went out ſecretary to Ireland, 
with the D-ke of P——d. In that capaci- 
ty, he diſplayed no very ſuperior abilities. On 
the death of Lord R m, the D-ke 


and he returned to their private ſtations, and 
when the coalition took place, through the 
fame influence and invariable friendſhip of Mr. 
F-x, he was appointed ſecretary at war ; but 
the C——1's talents ſeem ill adapted to buſi- 
neſs: nor in the H—ſe of C=-m=—ns, although 

8 no 
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no perſon poſſeſſes more fluency of language, 
or fertility of genius, has he ever yet, however 
often attempted, afforded a ſingle ſpecimen of 
eloquence, judgment, or ability. As a ſtateſ- 
man and orator, he has greatly diſappointed 
the ſanguine expectation of his friend and con- 
nections, who were led to anticipate wonders 
from his uncommon talents in a different ſpherez 
but univerſal excellence is the lot of very, very 
Having acknowledged his merit, where it 
was due to him, we muſt now turn from the 
happy ſide of this gentleman's character, and 
view him where it appears very much in the 
fhade. | 
To any fixed principle of morality he 
is an utter ſtranger. No ſenſe of duty, 
or attachment to obligation ever ſerved as a 
reſtraint on his conduct. Punctuality, or ad- 
herence to engagement, ſeem beneath his no- 
tice, and hence, his credit is univerſally bad; 
equally in diſrepute with Jews and Gentiles 
with the tradeſman in London, and the black- 
legs on the plains of Newmarket. There is 


ſome praiſe due, when a man pays to the beſt 
of his power ; but, whatever favourable change 
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the C——1 may have at times experienced jn 
his finances, his averſion to payment has ſhewn 
itſelf unalterable, having never diſcovered the 
leaſt inclination to diſcharge either his or 
honourable debts. Whenever ſuch an event 
has happened, it has been from compulſion, 
never from choice. 

Libertine in all his principles, he is more ſen- 
ſual in his pleaſures than delicacy will permit 
us to mention; and over this part of his life wa 
caſt a veil. 

He lived many years with a noted c—t-z-n, 
who appeared publicly as his declared miſtreſs. 
A man of faſhion's protection ſerves highly to 
recommend ladies of this deſcription, and num- 
berleſs worthy citizens were the dupes of an in- 
trigue with the avowed protegee of C 
F ; ignorant, that the generous, diſin- 
tereſted lover, connived at the fair one's infide- 
lity. The houſe of Mrs. W——-2n, the ſeat of 
her juvenile pleaſures, continued ſtill the ren- 
dezvous of her maturer and more profitable 
enjoyments. The venerable matron afforded 


her beſt ſanction to promote the intereſts of her 


friend, and Jews and Chriſtians indiſcriminately 
poured in their tribute, to feed the vanity and 
repleniſh 
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repleniſh the purſe of the fickle fair one. We are 
ignorant, whether this attachment continues, 
but have been of late informed, that the Lady 
is in habits of intimacy with a young man of 
the name of A ir ; and that the Col. is de- 
voted to a rural retirement. We imagine, that 
the lucrative enticement of Faro will ſoon al- 
lure him back to London; and, it is to be 
hoped, in caſe of the uſual ſucceſs, that he will 
. difarm the reſentment of his creditors, by ful- 
filling his engagements, which he was able te 
do long ago, had he been ſo inclined. 


— — b. —ꝓ— — —-8 p • —— 
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Mx. H- RE. 


Mx. H- x is the ſon of a poor apothecary 
at a ſmall village in the weſt of England, where 
(to uſe the language of Shakeſpeare) might be 
obſerved a beggarly account of empty boxes, 
and was educated on the foundation at Eton, 
where he cultivated an acquaintance with Lord 
C--I--e, Mr. F-x, and various other diſtinguiſh- 
ed perfons, which has been the baſis of his ac- 
tual ſituation; but whether, from this patron- 


age, he is a better or happier man, is a queſ- 


tion not for us to decide. Through their in- 
fluence, he was introduced into all the faſhion- 
able circles of what is called, the beſt compa- 
ny ; brought into parliament ; and married to 
a lady of family and fortune. This marriage 
being merely of a convenient nature, ſuited to 
the ſlender finances of our young apothegary, 
he ſoon emancipated himſelf from the ſhackles 
of matrimony, leaving his widowed wife to de- 
plore his faithleſs inconſtancy, Previous to 
this connection, during his reſidence at Cam- 
bridge, he had formed an attachment with an 


impure of that neighbourhood, by whom he 
has 
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has a ſon, now living, who (we believe) en- 
joys ſome finecure place in the duchy of Corn- 
wall, by virtue of his father's intereſt with the 
P——e of W—-s. 

This gentleman is ſcarcely inferior to C——1 
FE in all the ſocial qualities that are cal- 
culated to entrap admiration ; but there is no 
ſolid ground for praiſe or eſteem. Like him, 
his genius is cheifly adapted to the circle of 
convivial pleaſures, and like him, although 
poſſeſſed of matchleſs effrontery, never has he 
afforded any proof of ability within the walls of 
St. Ste—ns Ch-p-l, where from his ſilence, he ĩs 
regarded as a mere cypher. During the many 
years he has been in P--1--t, we don't remember 
him ever once to have delivered his ſentiments 
in debate, notwithſtanding the high expecta- 
tion which the vaſt fame of his talents had 
raiſed; and as no mauvaiſe honte was in the 
way to impede his ſucceſs, we are more ata loſs 
to account for a want of ambition in that line of 
life, in which, had he ſucceeded, it might have 
ſo greatly added to his fame and reputation. 

Mr. H—e very ſoon got rid of the marriage 
portion he received with his lady, and has ſince 
ſupported a very brilliant ſituation, by his pro- 


perty 
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perty in a Faro Bank, and by his knowledge 
and addreſs in every ſpeices of gaming. 

We cannot help again lamenting ſuch a pro- 
digal waſte of great natural endowments, the 
ſplendour of which neceſſarily attracts popular 
notice, and through the united influence of 
faſhion, gives currency to every kind of moral 
turpitude. | 

This gentleman has lived many years with 
the ſiſter of a K—t of the B—th, remarkable 
only for the enormous fize of a ſtar, the con- 
ſtant ornament of his elegant perſon. 
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MR s 8—R——N 4 


IN expatiating the vaſt field of humanity, 
we muſt again lament, how ſeldom is to be 
found a coalition of extraordinary genius and ta- 
lents, with ſuperior moral excellence. 

When we attempted a ſketch of Col. F— 
p—t—ck, we had not at the moment this 
gentleman within our recollection, to whom the 
palm of genius undoubtedly belongs. 

Whether conſidered as a ſtateſman, or an 
orator, an author, or a manager, he equally 
eommands our admiration. 


A man fo various, that he ſeems to be, 

Not one, but all mankind's epitome *. 

— ———n one revolving moon, 

A ſtateſman, poet, fidler, and buffoon ; 

Tho? wondering ſenates, hung on all he ſpoke, 
The club ſtill hails him maſter of the joke +. 


Although elected into parliament, under 
every diſadvantage of character and prejudice 


* Dryden. Pope. 


E againſt 
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againſt him, wholly deſtitute of connections, 
he ſurmounted every difficulty, and by dint of 
abilities alone, extorted the attention and won- 
der of all who heard him: his cloſe, ſagacious 
penetration enabled him very ſoon to acquire a 
knowledge of parliamentary uſages; and every 
ſubject of political diſcuſſion, ſeems equally 
familiar to him. Even on matters, where, 
from education and habit, one ſhould ſuppoſe 
him the moſt ignorant, he diſplays a ſuperiori- 
ty, and the Chancellor of the Exchequer ne- 
ver opens a budget, without ſmarting under 
the rod of that piercing fatire, and perſpicuity 
of language, which never fails to expoſe his fi- 
nancial errors, and falſe ſtatements, in the 
moſt glaring point of view. 

If conſidered as an orator, we have only 
to recollect his oration againſt the great Oriental 
Delinquent, which, notwithſtanding its exceſſive 
length, never ſuffered the attention of his au- 
ditors to flag, and-which rouſed and animated 
lethargy itſelf *. If Cicero excited the indigna- 
tion of the Roman people, by dint of his elo- 
quence, againſt the infamous Verres, Mr. 


* See Haſtings's Trial, Part Second. 
2 S r- 
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S$—r—d—n was no leſs ſucceſsful in his har- 
rangue on that occaſion, which diſtanced all 
competition *. 

As an author, without dwelling on the beau- 
ty or ingenuity of his minor productions, we 
ſhall only remark, that his Monody on the 
death of Garrick, is equal to any thing of the 
kind, and his plays are unqeſtionably the chet- 
d'ceuvres of modern dramatic productions. 

In his profeſſional capacity, as managing the 
internal economy of the theatre, his good ſenſe 
and liberal policy, ſerve admirably to counter- 
act the contracted ſyſtem, and niggardly parſi- 
mony of his mother-in-law; and the ſucceſs 
hitherto experienced, juſtifies the moſt ſanguine 
opinion of his theatrical ſpeculations. Indeed, 
it is unnatural to ſuppoſe, that a perſon of ſuch 
intellectual endowments, ſhould not proſper 
in every enterpriſe, in the behalf of which, he 
finds it his intereſt to apply his labour and abi- 


lities. 


* From our obſeryation, during the laſt Seſſions of 
parliament, Mr, S———n appears no longer inſpired 
with the ſame ardour and enthuſiaſm, and calumnious / 
reports are in circulation, which we hope the ſequel of 
his conduct will refute, 


E 2 Not- 
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Notwithſtanding the number of engagements 
which occupy this gentleman, ſtill he is far. from 
being wholly devoted to buſineſs. In the career 
of pleaſure, he proceeds at leaſt paſſibus quit. In 
the purſuit of voluptuous enjoyments, although 
his face and perſon are much bloated and diſ- 
figured by his nocturnal orgies, and frequent 
bacchanalian ſacrifices, his addreſs and ingenui- 
ty ſurmount every phyſical difadvantage, and his 
amours are not of that ſordid, low deſcription, 
which moſt of his friends are ſo eager to cul- 
tivate. 
Received in all the higheſt circles of the 
faſhionable world, he finds it not difficult to 
turn his accompliſhments to the beſt advan- 
tage. It is there, where luſt and debauchery 
are as predominant as in the brothels of Drury 
or Whitechapel : the ſole difference confiſting 
in the artificial refinement and hyprocriſy that 
conceals them. 

We have ſurveyed the fair fide of Mr. 
S———n's character, and; 5 , fic omnia: 
but juſtice and truth demand our obedience: 
we muſt therefore preſent the contraſt. 

In domeſtic life, this gentleman is not ſo 
happy. Mutual jealouſy and family bicker- 

NF | ings 
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ings poiſon, the ſource of that connection, 
which mizht otherwiſe yield all poſſible felicity. 
Where there are ſuch talents, and accompliſh- 
ments on both ſides, unleſs counterbalanced by 
ſome ſingular ſpirit of contradiction, the connu- 
bial ſtate muſt neceſſarily enſure happineſs; 
but few perſons know the foundation on which 
their true happineſs reſts ; hence, they neglect 
their moſt ſolid intereſts. 


In his dealings with the world, he is negli- 
gent and unprincipled ; without regard for the 
ſufferings of others; inattentive to punc- 
tuality, and heedleſs of the vexation and diſ- 
appointment that he occaſions to thoſe who 
have the juſteſt and moſt indiſpenſible claims 
upen him, he facrifices every duty, rather than 
ſubmit to the leaſt temporary inconvenience. 
A bad paymaſter, many a miſerable tradeſman 
imprecates curſes on his head, and what ag- 
gravates the crime beyond meaſure, is, that we - 
have reaſon to believe his circumſtances infi- 
nitely more affluent than he labours to repre- 
ſent them. No principle of honour or con- 
ſcience reſtrains him, when it appears contrary 


to what he deems his advantage ; and the pre- 
E 3 ſent 
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ſent unhappy ſituation of his copartner Dr. 
F——d is imputed to him. In a moral 
ſenſe, we are under the neceſſity of ſtrongly 
reprobating this gentleman ; but he itands on 
a very critical and exalted eminence, and the 
public have expectations from his political 
rectitude. We would not therefore irritate him, 
by probing his failings too ſorely, and he may 
makeample atonement for them all, by exerting 
his various and commanding talents to effect ſuch 
a reform in the government of this country, as 
can alone eſtabliſh its permanent happineſs and 
glory. He is faid to poſſeſs the confidence 
of a great P—— ce, and although different 
habits may preclude any very great intimacy in 
ſocial life, yet it is to be hoped, that he will 
neglect no occaſion of inſtilling thoſe popular 
principles, which he has himſelf avowed, into 
the mind of the perſon in queſtion. The au- 
ſpicious day may come, when it will be in his 
power to reduce a regular and beautiful ſyſtem 
into practice. Mr. S—R—Dp—v has hitherto 
evinced no verſatility or inconſiſtency in his 
political principles. He was one of thoſe who 


ſubmitted to, but did not approve, the coali- 
| tion; 
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tion. He has uniformly and zealouſly aſſerted 
the rights of the people; and as, in point of 
judgment, knowledge, and experience, he 
ſtands unrivalled ; ſo it is to be expected, he 
will turn them to the beſt account, by render- 
ing them beneficial to a nation, whence he de- 
rives ſuch ſignal advantages: and infamous 
indeed would it be, were he then to ſhrink 
from his duty, and compromiſe the deareſt in- 
tereſts of a nation, to adulate the paſſions, or 
feed the prejudices of a P—-e. It may be 
preſumed, that Mr. S————n will act in a 
manner more worthy of his exalted genius ; 
that he will be animated by nobler and more 
generous motives ; and, whatever his private 
foibles may be, that, diſdaining the ignoble path 
of ſervility, which the venal herd of favourites 
have hitherto purſued, he will point out a new 
and ſtriking example, by enforcing the practice 
of public virtue, the memory of which muſt be 
an eternal ſource of ineffable ſatisfaction and 
delight to himſelf, and of real honour and glo- 
ry to his friend. Hence, he will be adored 
while living, and his name enrolled on the te- 
giſter of immortality, amongſt the moſt di- 
ſt inguiſhed patriots and benefactors of mankind. 

| E 4 Mx. 
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Mx. F—x. 


THE mind of Mr. F-x was formed in Na- 
ture's happieſt mood. Amidſt all the viciſſitudes 
of fortune, he ever preſerved an equanimity and 
moderation, that has procured him univerſal 
eſteem, Placable in his enmities, it is impoſ- 
ſible to be more ſincere and zealous than he is 
in his friendſhips, and he is certainly more in- 
debted to his ſocial qualities, for the popularity 
he enjoys, than to any confidence repoſed in 
his political conſiſtency or abilities. His pub» 
lic life has been too ſtrongly marked by well 
known memorable events, to render any pro- 
lix detail neceſſary. An open, undeſigning 
diſpoſition has been frequently dupe to the ar» 
tifices of others, and a too yielding pliability of 
character, has expoſed him to difficulties, 
which, were his years protracted to patriar- 
chal longevity, he would never be able to con- 
quer. | 
Mr. F-x was the darling child of a partial 
and indulgent father, who, at a very early age, 
pronounced him a phenomenon of genius and 
| erudition. 
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erudition. To his affectionate care, he owes 
all the advantages derivable from the moſt 
refined and cultivated education, and where ſo 
much pains were beſtowed on ſuch a promiſing 
young plant, it is natural to ſuppoſe, that it 
muſt one day attain a certain degree of perfec- 
tion ; nevertheleſs, he owes much of his fame 
to the prepoſſeſſion inſpired by an opinion flow- 
ing from ſuch high authority. The generality 
of men are incapable of inveſting charac- 
ters, and apt, very often on falſe grounds, to 
take up any thing on mere report, under no 
better ſanction, than the partiality or prejudice of 
others. Mr. F-x however certainly poſſeſſes the 
good opinion of the people, and his popularity 
ſhould animate him to make the beſt and moſt 
_ grateful requital, by increaſing his exertions in 
their cauſe. We diſclaim all perſonalities, and 
profeſs reſpect for the conſtitution of a limited 
monarchy ; but, in all monarchical govern- 
ments, till the late happy and glorious revolu- 
tion in France, the influence of the crown has 
been enormous, and invariably perverted to 
the moſt grievous abuſes. K—gs, from their 
very firſt eſtabliſhment, have been in general 
ſo wicked and tyrannical, that regicides and 

tyran- 


66 THE JOCKEY CLUB. 


tyrannicides are almoſt ſynonimous terms. 
There may be ſome few exceptions ; and if 
the bigotted aſſaſſin, who ſtabbed Henry IV. 
ſtrikes us with horror, the miſerable wretch, 
who was afterwards tortured for an abortive 
attempt on the life of that profligate, unfeeling 
deſpot, Louis XV. cauſes very different emo- 
tions. The life of the pooreſt man in exiſt- 
ence, is as precious and ſacred as that of a 
monarch on his throne, which is no otherwiſe 
valuable, than as he diſpenſes liberty and hap- 
pineſs to a nation. If his life produces no na- 
tional benefit, his death cannot be held a na- 
tional misfortune. It becomes Mr. F- x there- 
fore, to rouſe from his ſupineneſs, and to exert 
all his influence, to reduce that enormous in- 
fluence which is ſtill annexed to the c——n of 
G—t Bn. © | | | 
He was trained in a manner expreſsly for 
the H—fe of C ns, and if he has there 
acquired a kind of mechanical dexterity, in the 
management of a debate, or in ſeizing the hap- 
pieſt moment of turning every trivial error of 
his adverfary to the utmoſt advantage; yet, it 
muſt be admitted, that, in reſpect to univer- 
fality of genius or knowledge, he is as much 


inferior 
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inferior to the perſon, a ſketch of whom we 
have juſt attempted, as he may excel him in 
all thoſe accompliſhments and virtues, that. 
conciliate our eſteem and affection. Having 
ſaid thus much, let it not be inferred, that we 
mean to depreciate his abilities, which, how- 
ever over-rated, are unqueſtionably great. He 
will always be eminently uſeful and conſpicu- 
ous, as a leader of oppoſition ; but the powers 
of his mind are not ſufficiently enlarged ; he is 
conſtitutionally too inactive, and too much de- 
voted to his pleaſures, to be ever capable of 
conducting the government of a great empire 
with glory or advantage. | 

To behold him in the moſt favourable point 
of view, we muſt turn to his ſocial and con- 
vivial hours. An extraordinary ſweetneſs of 
temper, joined to an open fincerity of manners, 
with a liberality of ſpirit and ſentiment rarely 
to be equalled, have raiſed a degree of enthuſi- 
aſm in his favour, that pervades the very ex- 
tenſive circle of his numerous acquaintance. 
In converſation, if he does not diſplay ſuch ex- 


uberant ſallies of humour and pleaſantry as his 


friend the Colonel, it is not, that he is leſs en- 
tertaining, but only becauſe he is more filent, 
"3 
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and reſerved. Of a more Saturnine caſt, he 
does not fo often relax from the dignity that 
popular admiration has annexed to his charac- 
ter, but whenever he allows himſelf to indulge 
his powers of feſtive recreation, no perſon inſpires 
ſuch general hilarity and good humour as himſelf. 

Eager and ſanguine in all his purſuits, he is no 
leſs anxious for the event of a horſe-race, than 
he is ambitious in the race of politics. Amidſt 
the eternal buſtle and ſtrife of political contro- 
verſy, he has never been altogether engroſſed 
by the charms of ambition. 

A mind, conſtituted like his, muſt be ſub- 
ject to all the amiable weakneſſes of humanity. 
Hence, an enthuſiaſtic devotion to the lex, 
where, it muſt be confeſſed, his choice has not 
always been the moſt elegant and refined. In- 
ſtances are within our recollection, where he 
has waited whole hours, expoſed to every in- 
convenience of the ſevereſt weather, at the 
ſtreet-door of a notorious P——te, which was 
ever open to the beſt bidder, taking advantage 
of his diſtreſs, nor ſhewing the leaſt compaſ- 
ſion to his ſituation, for our hero has experi- 
enced all the viciſſitudes of fortune. At length 
de appears permanently, and moſt affectionate- 
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ly, attached to a truly amiable woman, whoſe 
temper is congenial with his own ; who com- 
penſates for the defects of education, by the 
excellent qualities of her heart, which would 
adorn any ſtation to which ſhe might be exalt- 
ed. An union on ſuch principles, where there 
is ſo ſtrong a ſympathy between the parties, 
unreſtrained by compulſion or neceſſity, at a 
time of life, when the paſſions are in the wane, 
promiſes the happieſt duration. 

It ſeems extraordinary, that the warmeſt par- 
tizans of this exalted character are, in general, 
themſelves of the moſt vicious caſt ; but, true 
it is, that however immerſed in depravity men 
may be, they reſpect merit in others, and it 
conſtitutes one great advantage in the lite of 
Mr. F-x, that, amongſt all parties, his own 
perſonal qualities have been his beſt protection; 
and, during the moſt exceſſive heat of party 
violence, we don't believe that he ever had one 
perſonal enemy. 

It has been our endeavour, with ſtrict im- 
partiality, to trace the outlines of this gentle- 
man's character. Perhaps his partial admirers 
may think that we have been too lukewarm 


I m 
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| in praiſe, reſpecting his abilities, but our ſen- 
| timents have been formed on the principles of 
cloſe obſervation, and we could not ſuffer our- 
ſelves to deviate, from what we conceived to 


be the line of truth. 


EARL 
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EU 


EARL OF D 


BV. 


THIS Nobleman ſtarted his political career 
on the true, genuine principles of ariſtocracy. 
He was a ſupporter of Lord N—th's incorrupt, 
virtuous adminiſtration, till the ignominious 
defeat of his uncle at Saratoga, when he chang- 
ed ſides, and declared himſelf the friend of li- 
berty. We now read in the daily prints, how 
often he preſides at the Whig Club *—of his 
patriotic toaſts ; and of the numberleſs, happily 
ſelected ſongs, in the cauſe of freedom, with 
which he treated the ſociety : but, ſeriouſly 
ſpeaking, a proſelyte of this deſcription, on ſuch 
principles, can be of little ſervice to any par- 
ty +. Were virtues hereditary, he would have 
a na- 


* Not that Whig Club which is compoſed of 950 
houſe-keepers, in the city of Weſtminſter, who have 
lately entered into a correſpondence with the National 
Aſſembly, and have determined at one of their meet- 
ings, “the only way to leſſen the preſent enormous 
&« taxes, is a reform of government.“ 


+ Lord D--—by, very early in life, afforded a ftrik- 
ing inſtance of honourable conſifiency and liberality. 
Several 
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a natural claim on our regard. His anceſtors 
were generally men of diſtinguiſhed merit. 
The preſent Peer degenerates from their vir- 
tues, and if not infamous, his deportment ren- 


Several young men of faſhion formed a club at the 
Star and Garter Tavern, diſtinguiſhed by the title of 
Savoir Vivre; when, at one of their convivial meetings, 
it was unanimouſly agreed, to elect Mr. Wilkes an ho- 
norary member; who was acquainted, by letter from 
the preſident, of the honovr conferred on him ; and who 
returned thanks accordingly, expreſſing how happy he 
was in an opportunity of approaching the purlieus of 
St. James's. Lord D-— by informed his uncle, the 
gallant Ge—ral B—g——ne of what the club had 
done, who remonſtrated with him on the glaring im- 
propriety of eleCting a man, ſo obnoxious to the court, 
and peremptorily required his relation, either to with- 
draw himſelf from the ſociety, or to infiſt, at the next 
meeting, on the patriot's expulſion. The pitiful Peer 
had not ſpirit to feel the illiberality of ſuch infamous ad- 
vice, and actually, after having been the foremoſt to 
preſs his unſolicited admiſſion, with unbluſhing front, 
and unfeeling heart, moved for his excluſion. 

Strange to relate; in the wonderful fluctuation of 
human events, Lord D——by and his uncle are now | 
members of the Ariſtocratic Whig Club; both FL aminG 
PATRIOTS ; while the former Patriot, is now degene- 
rated into the vileſt of all 5 the favourite ſy- 
cophant of a court. 


ders- 
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ders him contemptible ; ſo that he can be of 
no weight either in the moral or political ba- 
lance. 

The notoriety of his attachment to a cele- 
brated actreſs, whether of a ſenſual or Platonic 
nature, has long rendered him the butt of pub- 
lic ridicule. His groteſque figure and extra- 
vagant geſtures appear more caricature than 
original, and if the lady's feelings are eccen- 
trie indeed, we cannot imagine the manner of 
pouring forth his amorous tranſports to be quite 
agreeable to them. At preſent, an attendant, 
a defired event, ſhe retains her rank at the thea- 
tre, is unqueſtionably an accompliſhed per- 
former, and has the ſole merit of having drawn 
off this nobleman from thoſe low vices and fil- 
thy debauchery, which he ſo long exhibited to 
public deteſtation ;—that have brought on a 
premature old age, and rendered him an early 
martyr to diſeaſe and infirmity. Rank and ti- 
tles are proper baubles to faſcinate female ge- 
nius, and we doubt not, whenever the occaſion 
offers, will operate with ſuffint influengs on 
her mind, to make her ovrlook eu other 
diſadvantage, and accept the hymetical bed of 


our gouty Peer. * 
Mer 
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MR. B————cKk. 


IT is impoſſible to conceive a ſtronger re- 
ſemblance between man and beaſt, than Mr. 
B —ck has to the animal of his name. 
No name could be fo juſt and appropriate, as to 
external figure. The mind, however, of this 
gentleman is not inaCtive. His prompt and fertile 
genius embraces variety of lucrative occupations. 
He was, at one and the ſame period, engaged 
in a brewery, a g—ng houſe, and b—y houſe. 
He is beſides, an uſurer, a jockey, and a 
Gk; and whatever his eminence may be 
in the line of his profeſſion, in which he was 
originally bred, he certainly ſtands pre-emi- 
nently diſtinguiſhed for his talents in the three 
latter ſciences ; but his genius extends infinitely 
further. However unadapted by nature to ſhine 
on the theatre of gallanty, yet his amours are 
recorded, and they are of ſuch a kind as might 
be expected, from the complexion of his mind. 
From ſympathy, he was naturally attached to 
the moſt vicious of her ſex. Tom was during 
ſeveral years the declared lover and protector 
of the notorious mother n. 2 

I It 
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It was he who regulated the expences, 


and conducted the whole plan of her 


very extenſive buſineſs, and, the houſe never 
flouriſhed more than while under his very able 
and judicious direction. But the paſſions of 
man, are his bane. In an hour of fond and 
tender dalliance with this amiable object of his 
affections, he was weak and incautious enough, 
to intruſt her with ſome of his projects yet in 
embryo, which even in this indulgent age, if 
divulged, muſt have involved him in eternal 
infamy. Let a man's general character be ever 
ſo flagitious, ſtill he paſſes current; he is not 
the outcaſt of the community ; but whenever 
he becomes remarkable from any one particu- 
lar a& of frailty, to which the laws of ſociety 
have affixed the ſeal of diſgrace, then his career 
is ſpent, and he ever after remains the refuſe 
of mankind. Mr. B-—ck's fair enamorata 
new the world ſufficiently, to be convinced 
of the truth of this doctrine, and in the moſt 
delicate manner poſſible, inſinuated to him, 
how much he was in her power, and affected 
to diſapprove the ſchemes imparted to her, as 
too infamous and wicked for her to be concern- 
ed in the execution of them. Poor Tom's 
F 2 feelings, 
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feelings, on this occaſion, were in ſome degree 
alarmed, and he endeavoured to overcome her 
faſtidious ſcruples; but, as his anxiety increaſed, 
the Lady's delicacy increaſed alſo, and it was 
peremptorily ſignified to him, that it was very 
doubtful, whether ſhe ſhould not publiſh to 
the world, what a r——| he was. The in- 
gratitude of a beloved miſtreſs, to the tender- 
eſt and moſt indulgent of lovers, never was 
more forcibly exemplified than in the preſent in- 
ſtance, and his ſenſibility was acutely wounded. 
At all events, it became neceſſary to pacify his 
Dulcinea, whole clamours now became out- 
rageous, and whoſe object it notoriouſly was, 
to extort a ſum of hu/b-money, as the price of 
her ſilence.— Tom was too prudent to tem- 
porize. A congreſs was immediately opened, 
and commiſſioners appointed for ſettling the 
treaty. Black D „Mrs. G——lle, cum 
multts alits, were the reſpectable perſons con- 
cerned in this negociation, and it is from their 
great ability and ſecrecy in concluding it, that 
we are ſtill ignorant of the particulars. All 
we know 1s, that poor Tom was the dupe of 
his imprudence, and that at the expence of his 
purſe; his honour has eſcaped. 


BLACK 
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BLACK D 


THE origin of ſome men is ſo involved in 
obſcurity, that it is impoſſible to trace it; nor, 
in our opinion, is it of the leaſt conſequence; 
for ſurely, more honourable it is, to be diſtin- 
guiſhed by our actions, than by any ideal me- 
rit, that a fooliſh cuſtom may annex to the ad- 
ventitious circumſtance of birth. All we know 
of this gentleman's parentage is,—that he had a 
mother; and, without irony, it may be faid, 
he was a truly generous and affectionate ſon. 

The characters of ſome men are ſo generally 
flagitious, that the world will not give them 
credit for one virtue; but Mr. D certainly 
was not deficient in filial piety, and that ſingle 
virtue ought to expiate a number of fins. Hap- 
py ſhould we be, were it in our power to ex- 
tend our unaffected praiſes further; but truth 
is the baſis of this work, and we muſt not de- 
part from it, 

Mr. D firſt begun his career in Lon- 
don, as a ſurgeon, and was principally cele- 
brated for the method of treating a certain po- 
pular diſeaſe, which introduced him to the 

3 kro y- 
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knowledge of ſeveral young men of fortune, 
many of whom are now dead, or living only to 
bewail the fruits of their acquaintance. He 
very early declared himſelf the preceptor and 
guardian of youth, He relieved their neceſſi- 
ties; he provided for their pleaſures. What 
can young men with for more? In that ſeaſon 
of life, we are not apt to explore future con- 
ſequences. Carpe diem, is the motto of youth, 
and while the contingencies of the moment are 
filled up, the means are of little importance. 
Not ſo with the prudent, foreſtalling Mr. 
D The proſpect of future gain had 
more allurements ſor him than the mere grati- 
fication of any tranſitory paſſion, and on this 
principle, he has ſyſtematically proceeded. 
The acquiſition of I. ioo per cent. was an ob- 
ject to him. To inconſiderate young men, 
immerſed in diſſipation and debauchery, it was 
none. 

Perſons, whoſe minds are fixed to one cen- 
tre, are more likely to ſucceed in their ſpecu- 
Alations, than men of active, roving diſpoſitions, 
which induce them to engage in a variety of 
purſuits, Auri ſacra fames, is the excluſive 
paſſion of our hero; nevertheleſs, although 

wholly 
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wholly engroſſed by that object, his avidity 
has often led him into error; but if, in his 
multiplicity of ſpeculative, pecuniary concerns, 
he has been often wrong, he has been ſtill 
oftener right . His connection with a very 
young Baronet, was extremely profitable; and 
it is to be hoped his preſent intimacy with a 
certain young Nobleman will not produce any 
diſappointment or vexation, for if the above 
gentlemen may have contributed to 41s for- 
tune, it is to his counſels and inſtruction, that 
they owe the exalted reputation they bear in 
the world. It is a maxim with our hero, 
never to check the exuberancies of youth; 
that they ſhould give full ſcope to their career, 


* Mr. D has of late much enlarged the general 
ſcope of his ſpeculations, and, has been for ſome time 
much engaged in the conduct of very extenſive build- 
ings with G——t, the noted Scotch u—ſf—r, and an 
Italian architect. One of their magnificent edifices, in 
P-c-d-lly, was not long fince conſumed by fire, cer- 
tainly through mere accident, notwithſtanding any male- 
volent reports to the contrary, which could only origi- 
nate in the amazing frequency of ſimilar conflagrations 
in this metropolis. One of theſe ſtupendous manſions is 
now partly rebuilt, and at once diſplays a ſtriking mo- F 
nument of the elegant taſte of the proprictors, and of the 
vanity of all human projects. 
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and it muſt ſtrike every attentive obſerver, 
from the example to which we have alluded, 
if this ſalutary principle had been more uni- 
verſally followed up, what great benefits ſo- 
ciety would have derived from it. The family 
of theſe gentlemen muſt feel an immenſe 
weight of obligation to Mr. D „under 
whoſe tuition their relations have ſo far ſur- 
paſſed all their competitors. It is ſomewhat 
ſingular, however, that while our hero is ſuch 
a promoter of generoſity, (we might add), of 
profuſion in others, he ſhould himſelf afford a 
ſtriking inſtance of the moſt niggardly parſi- 
mony. True it is, we often admire in other 
men what we have not reſolution to practiſe 
ourſelves, and when we acquire any advantage 
from the ſubject of our admiration, we are ſtill 
more candidin the acknowledgment of our own 
error, and more zealous in our admiration of 
their liberality. Such we conceive to be the 
ſentiments of this gentleman. He has acted 
uniformly and conſiſtently, and with great 
propriety has obtained the appellation of the 
YouTn's PRECEPTOR. | 

His attachment and indulgence to his young 
pupils is infinitely meritorious. , Previous to 


the 
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the D—ke of Y—k's firſt journey to the con- 
tinent, his R—-1 H s had conceived a 
warm and tender attachment for L-dy L—de, 
who at that time was univerſally known by 
the name of Sm-th. His paſſion was ſo vio- 
lent, that the ſeparation cauſed the moſt pain- 
ful emotions; however, it was neceſſary to 
obey parental injunctions, and the lovers were 
divided. During the D-ke's abſence of ſeve- 
ral years, ſhe had conſtantly cohabited with 
her preſent huſband, as his m—— 1s, not al- 
ways on the moſt pacific terms, 


“ Irz amantium, integretio ſunt amoris.“ 


On his R—-1 II 's return, he neglect- 
ed not the earlieſt occaſion of renewing his pro- 
feſſions to the L-dy, and actually offered her 
carte blanche, on condition of her leaving the 
Baronet. She acted with uncommon reſerve 
and prudence on the occaſion, declaring the 
exalted ſenſe ſhe entertained of the honour con- 
ferred on her, by the dtlaration of ſuch ſen- 
timents, but declined a final anſwer, under 
pretence of her obligations to Sir J—-n, which 
required a previous conſultation with him on 
the buſineſs. Mrs. S—th had long aſpired 


to 


. 
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to the ambition of filling the 5:gh and virtue 
ous character ſhe now ſuſtains, of being at once 
made a L-dy, and a m-d-ſt w——n. She 
therefore ſeized this favourable occaſion of tri- 
umphing over her friend's weakneſs, explain- 
ing the injuſtice ſhe ſhould offer to herſelf and 


_ family, if ſhe reſiſted ſuch flattering and ad- 


vantageous propoſals, which it was impoſſible 
for her to do, on any other terms, than his 
conſenting to marry her. The intuitive ſaga- 
city and penetration of Mr. D had an- 
ticipated, during the period of this virtuous 
connection, what would one day happen, and in 
conſequence thereof, had given a very few 
guineas, to receive a large ſum, in caſe of ſuch 
an event. Sir J—-n, on the firſt intimation 
of the Lady's intentions, flew to his friend, 
requeſting his advice, and at the fame time, 
intreated to be releaſed from his contract. The 
difintereſted Mr. D——s remonſtrated on the 
ſubject, attempting to diſſuade him from the 
alliance ; but, at the ſame time, reſiſted all 
the intreaties and even tears of the B-—t, to 
be delivered from his pecuniary obligation. 
Nay, he at length kindly relented, fo far as 
reſpected the nuptials, acted as father on the 


occaygn, 
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occaſion, and preſented him with the Lady's 
fair hand, at the altar, in St. George's church. 

Mr. D has of late had a furious alter- 
cation with his old confederate, Mr. B—ck. 
Hoſtilities have commenced with unuſual vi- 
gour, and time alone can unravel the reſult. 
Mutual ſuſpicions of perfidy are entertained. 
Our hero has ſeceded from the old partner- 
ſhip, and eftabliſhed a F-ro Bank, in oppoſi- 
tion; where he has been lately interrupted by 
the obtruſive viſit of an officious magiſtrate. 
Great is the preſent conteſt between theſe re- 
doubted champions, theſe former friends and 


aſſociates. 
When Greek meets Greek, then is the tug of war. 


We cannot conclude this article, without 


expreſſing our unfeigned wiſhes, from a regard 
to the community, that theſe two virtuous 
friends, may be ſpeedily reconciled on the old 
principles of reciprocal advantage, former dif- 
ferences forgotten, and a coalition effected on 
a beneficial and durable foundation. 


EARL 
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EARL BM x. 


THE eccentricities of this Nobleman have 
rendered him ſo popular and remarkable, that 
it would be uſeleſs to dwell on a character ſo 


notorious to all whom this pamphlet is likely 
to reach. 
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SIR Joux L——DE. 


ANOTHER eleve of black D—. He 
alſo is too notorious, to require any elaborate 
deſcription. From his firſt outſet, he has uni- 
formly ſet all decency at defiance, and braving 
decorum, he married a c-m—--n p—t--—e 
from the purlieus of St. Giles's; who, as well 
as himſelf, is now much in the good graces of 
a great p—n—ge, and the Baronet, although 
jealous, finds it his intereſt to ſubmit to ſupe- 
rior authority. 

The Lady in queſtion, reminds us of Nell 
in her fine cloaths, and ſeems wholly to have 
forgotten her original ſelf. The neighbour- 
hood of St. James's has eraſed all memory of 
Lewkners Lane and St. Giles's, and better 
would it be, had it eraſed their manners alſo; 
but, with the pride and inſolence of a dutcheſs, 
ſhe till retains the old leaven. Although ſhe 
may have forgotten old Drury, and its ſooty- 
faced attendants, ſhe cannot ſhake off thoſe 

habits 
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habits ſo early acquired. Young men may 
ſtill remember, when Captain O'B——ne vi- 
ſited a kitchen in King's Place, before our he- 
roine was promoted to the dignity of a parlour 
gueſt, or to the honour of ſeeing gentlemen ; 
nor was ſhe deemed worthy to be admitted to 
the Captain's embraces, till ſhe had known 
the thorough cleanſings of a warm bath, ex- 
preſsly ordered. 

Under ſuch patronage, ſhe hae pro- 
tection and favours; but the maſter, nor all the 
maſters living, could reform the ſcholar. She 
was innately abandoned, and from hence we 
are to trace the Baronet's prepoſſeſſion. Sym- 
pathy is the magnet that attracts; but the La- 
dy's foibles have not ſuch a noxious tendency 
as her ' huſband's vices. Woe never knew a 
perſon, with ſo many bad, without any one 
good quality to atone in the leaſt degree for 

them. 
The mind of Sir 


.de is viciouſ- 


ly conſtituted indeed. However ſtrange it may 
appear, nothing delights him ſo much, as a tale 
of diſtreſs; and if it ſhould happen that the 
unfortunate ſubject of it is a particular acquaint- 

| ance 


THE JOCKEY CLUE. 87 


ance of his own, the pleaſure then becomes 
exquiſite beyond idea. 

It is painful to contemplate ſuch monſtrous 
depravity ; yet it muſt be remembered, that the 
B-r—t is the moſt favoured and intimate friend 
of the hr ap t to the crown of E—I—d. 

Noſcitur ex focus. 


EARL 


2 


N. 
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Earl of U—p—Rr O—$s—RY. -. 


THERE are men who poſſeſſing eminent 
talents, ſuffer them to ruſt in obſcurity. The 
preſent Nobleman may be reckoned of this 
deſcription ; Lord O--1--y is certainly a ſen- 
ſible well informed man; but whatever his 
merits may be, a knowledge of them is con- 
fined merely to the circle of his own private 
acquaintance, and he ſeems even deſirous to 
conceal them from the public. Many years 
ago, when David Hume was Charge des 
Afaires at Paris, he pronounced him the 
moſt promiſing young Nobleman of all the 
Englith then abroad ; yet he has repreſented 
the county of B in ſeveral Parliaments, 
and never given any ſpecimen of his abilities, 
further than ®s a mover or ſeconder of thoſe 
fulſome addreſſes, which degrade the dignity 
of the ſenate, and are equally diſhonourable 
to either party; to thoſe who offer, and to 
him who conſents to receive ſuch flimſy com- 


poſitions of adulation and abſurdity.—The 
2 coun- 
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countenance of this Nobleman denotes a cold 
phlegmatic diſpoſition, which we believe to be 
his true character ; nevertheleſs, he has oc- 
caſionally relaxed from his natural ſeverity, 
by repeated acts of liberal indulgence con- 
ferred on an extravagant brother x. He once 
ſeemed very much devoted to the pleaſures of 
the turf, where he united the tile dulci, be- 
ing uncommonly ſucceſsful. His ſtoical apa- 
thy qualified him to ſucceed eminently in that 
line, and we are therefore ſurpriſed that he 
has of late years wholly given it up, which we 
muſt aſcribe to diſguſt, at the many infamous 
charaQers introduced into the ſociety. At 
preſent he lives chiefly in retirement, making 
London his reſidence only during the months 
that Parliament is ſitting, where his conduct 
is wholly guided by his friend and relation 
Mr. F—x, in whom he repoſes implicit con- 
dence. Had this latter gentleman continued 
in office, Lord O—1ſ--y would have been a 
Britiſh Peer, but his M——ty is reported 
to have ſet his negative on any addition to the 
Peerage nominated by that Adminiſtration, 


* Col. F=-p—t—k. 
G and 
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and perhaps ſuch an excluſion forms its moſt 
brilliant panegyric. 

It is natural to ſuppoſe a good brother to 
be a kind and hoſpitable neighbour, and we 
have heard nothing to contradict the preſump- 
tion. He has been long married to the di- 
vorced lady of the Duke of G—t—n, and 
notwithſtanding ſome few buſy tales of ſcan- 
dal, we believe that they have always enjoyed 
a conſiderable portion of domeſtic happineſs. 

On the whole, Lord O—ſ—y ſhines a 
reſplendent conſtellation, amidſt the generality 
of contagious meteors we have already noticed ; 
and if not diſtinguiſhed by any ſuperior excel- 
lence on the general ſcale of humanity, yet 
in the narrow ſphere to which we confine our 


remarks he gains infinitely by compariſon. 
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Mx. P— TX. 


THE name of P--t--n has been long fami- 
liar to Newmarket, and this gentleman de- 
rives, as it were, a kind of hereditary claim 
to Jockey pre-eminence. His father was 
keeper of the K—yg's ſtables, and to the very 
Laſt manifeſted an attachment to the ſports of 
the turf, and his ſon has no leſs predilection 
for the amuſement. The characters of men 
are formed by the manners of the age and 
country in which they live, ſo that this gen- 
tleman poſſeſſes many advantages of politeneſs 
and addreſs, unknown to his predeceſſor. 

Tommy P—t—n is truly a well-bred, 
agreeable, good-humoured man, and though 
not endowed with any very brilliant ac- 
compliſhments, yet he poſſeſſes that kind 
of abilities which is admirably calculated 
to conduct him pleaſantly and ſucceſsfully 
through life. 

We have already had occaſion to remark, 
that no quality is more captivating than what 

. | is 


* 
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is called good nature. It is no leſs ws for 
him who poſſeſſes it, than it is agreeable to 
thoſe who fall within his ſociety. Mr. P--t--n 
always appears chearful, and hence he is ex- 
tremely popular amongſt his acquaintance. 

He was, during a conſiderable time, the 
cher ami of the celebrated Mrs. M———y, and 
we believe he has a natural ſon, now an of- 
ficer in the Horſe Guards, but whether by 
the above lady or not, we are ignorant. Al- 
though he has now paſſed his grand climacteric, 
Tommy till retains a penchant for the ſex.— 
He has lived many years very domeſtically 
with a lady, whoſe name is unknown to us, 
but of whoſe perſonal charms it is not in our 
power to ſpeak very favourably ; nevertheleſs 
her admirer is faid to indulge occaſional fits of 
jealouſy, not altogggher conſiſtent with that 
equality of temper, which in him we have 
been accuſtomed to witneſs. —Cotemporary 
with Prince B—-by, J-mes, Lord C—t—t, 
- &c. he has infinitely the advantage over them, 
from his natural pleaſant diſpoſition, and we 
have ſincere ſatisfaction in recording the _ 
of a 1 natured man. 


SIR 
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SIR 44 Bx. 


THE further we explore this Augean ſtable, 
the deeper we are plunged in the filth of it. On 
whatever ſide we turn, with few exceptions, 
we cither behold a general profligacy of cha- 
racter, or a narrow contracted ſelfiſhneſs of 
diſpoſition, no leſs odious and diſguſting. 

We have been long accuſtomed to behold 
this gentleman in the regions of faſhion. He 
has endeavoured to diſtinguiſh himſelf in vari- 
ous purſuits, as a man of gallantry, an orator, 
and a jockey ; but his pretenſions to general 
knowledge are very confined. His amours 
are chiefly devoted to nocturnal perambula- 
tions through the moſt populous ſtreets, and 
his eloquence is of ſuch a nature, as rather to 
drive away, than to attract an audience, his 
parliamentary eflays being chiefly remarkable 
for their ſomniferous effects, if perchance any 
auditors remain to ſubject themſelves to their 
influence ; but, as a jockey, in every ſenſe of 


the word, his merit muſt be acknowledged ; 
'G 3  Nkether 
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whether in matching his horſes, or ſelling 
them, no perſon diſplays more {kill and in- 
genuity than Sir C. B-—y. The convenient 
ſituation of B—-n*, within fourteen miles 
of Newmarket, is peculiarly adapted to his 
Intereſt and practice. Laviſh in the enco- 
miums on his ſtud, many a young N—b—n 
has been the dupe of his eloquence on theſe 
occaſions, and many are the advantages the 
worthy Baronet has derived from thence. 
Early in life, he conceived a violent paſſion 
for a celebrated beauty in thoſe days, whoſe 
charms are faid to have made impreſſion on 
the breaſt of a great P—-e, not remarkable 
for the exquiſiteneſs of his feelings. With 
this diſtinguiſhed lady he connected himſelf 
in marriage ; but the phyſical powers of poor 
B——y were far inadequate to the expecta- 
tion of the blooming ſalacious L—-x. Diſ- 
appointment in that particular, where all her 
deſires were centered, created diſguſt on her 
part, and on the night of a maſquerade, given 
at H—d Houle by her late ſiſter, L-y H—d, 
ſhe fled from her huſband, into the arms of 


# The Baronet's country ſeat. 
3 an 
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an eager and impaſſioned lover, every way 
qualified to gratify her warmeſt and moſt 
extravagant wiſhes. It is not poſſible to 
deſcribe the effect which this deſertion pro- 
duced on the feelings of our hero. Gene- 
rally cold and phlegmatic, his miſery was 
the more acute, from his whole ſoul being 
wrapt up in this fair object. The pleaſures 
of the turf no longer yielded any charms to 
him; even Bellario*, in the zenith of his glory, 
the favoured animal of his darling w—e, be- 
came intolerable to his fight. The ſenate, 
where he had already made one vain attempt, 
no longer ſerved as a ſpur to his ambition, or 
ſtimulated his exertions to a ſecond effort ; 
his occupation was gone, Farewel the 
neighing ſteed, the ſhrill trump, and ear- 
piercing fife.} His heart was wounded, and 


* A favourite Race-horſe. 

+ When a young man, he roſe to make a motion in 
the Houſe on a particular occaſion, but was ſuddenly 
ſo overpowered, as to be obliged to fit down without 
accompliſhing his purpoſe ; which gave riſe to a moſt 
pointed and witty epigram from the late ingenious 
C— T—h—d. 

} Sir C—s B——y was at this time an w officer in 
the S——k Militia, 

G 4 the 
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the dreadful feelings of his ſoul produced an 
apparent alteration in his whole frame. Thus 
circumſtanced, en dernier refſort, a continental 
excurſion was judged expedient, where a 
change of ſcene might tend to obliterate the 
memory of the prize he had loſt. 
The diffipation of Paris, and the ſerener 
climate of Italy, operated as a char m to diſ- 
pel the grief of our unhappy lover, and after 
two years abſence, he returned to England 
evidently recruited in health and ſpirits. He 
ſoon reſumed his former occupations, and al- 
though never able to ſucceed in his efforts 
at Weſtminſter, he ſtill retains his rank at 
Newmarket, and we believe him to be per- 
petual P—ſfi—t of the Jockey Club. He 
has been connected for a long time with 
an amiable woman, a peaſant's daughter, 
in the neighbourhood of B——n, after- 
wards Lady S——h's, ſervant, who, ſince her 
lady's retreat, has ſerved the B——t occa- 
fionally in all capacities—one day the com- 
panion of his footmen in the hall, the next 
the favoured miſtreſs of her lover in the par- 
| lour; but we believe, that ſhe has now ob- 
tained a permanent eſtabliſhment, and is in- 
P variably 


C 
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variably a parlour gueſt. Certainly her gene- 
ral conduct is ſo amiable, that ſhe deſerves 
every indulgence and protection that can be 
ſhewn her ; and we have no reaſon (making 
allowance for his nocturnal rambles) to be- 
lieve her friend ungrateful. Sir C——s is 
now ſunk into the vale of years, but he ap- 
pears to. purſue his old vicious courſes with 
as much eagerneſs and zeal as any of his aged 
cotemporaries. 


: ; Mx. 


98 THE JOCKEY CLUB, 


Mx. W—sT—LL. | 


ALE and tobacco were the original de- 
lights of Mr. W—ll. Dragged from his 
natural element, he now exhibits a truly 
groteſque appearance in the circles of faſhion. 
He is an old member of the Jockey Club, 
and has been a conſiderable time admitted 
into the ſociety at Br——kes's ; but he till 
retains his original habits, having more the 
appearance of a downright Yorkſhire boor, 
than the manners of thoſe with whom he of 
late occaſionally aſſociates. His accent is 
vulgar and provincial, nor are his ſentiments 
more refined. When buſineſs on the turf 
calls him away from his rural retreat, where 
he ſtill indulges all his natural propenſities, 
he ſtrikes us as an object of pity ; and in the 
ſtreets of London he appears almoſt as fin- 
gular and eccentric, as even poor . John 
Moody, outr# as the character is repreſented 
on the Engliſh ſtage. Mr. W——I1l would 


not deſerve theſe imperfections to be re- 
| | corded, 
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corded, could we perceive any good point in 
his character to compenſate for thoſe una- 
voidable diſadvantages which we have ſtated. 
We might in that caſe compaſſionate the 
vulgarity of his manners, and it would be 
cruel to hold them forth to public ridicule. 
Truth, however, muſt not be diſpenſed with, 
and the fact is, this gentleman's mind is no 
leſs ſordid, than his outward deportment is 
ridiculous and contemptible. We believe 
him to be in decent rather than in affluent 
_ circumſtances. Nevertheleſs, his fortune is 
very ſuperior to what might be ſuppoſed from 
his manner of life, as we are ignorant of any 
expence in which he indulges himſelf, ex- 
cept it may be in a rooted attachment to a 
fat greaſy houſekeeper, the amiable engroſſer 
of his tender paſſions. Applications have 
frequently been made to his purſe in behalf 
of diſtreſſed objects, and he never once be- 
trayed a ſymptom of charity or benevolence, 


SIR 
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e. n. 


IT affords a kind of a negative ſatisfaction, 
when diſcovering little to praiſe or admire, 
there does not appear much to cenſure or 
condemn. When a perſon inherits no very 
great reſources either from nature or fortune, 
it were unjuſt to expect any very liberal ac- 
compliſhments.—The character of an Eng- 
liſh country gentleman is almoſt worn out, 
and every attempt to keep up or revive one, 
ſo uſeful and meritorious, is intitled to our 
warmeſt expectation. The yeomanry of Eng- 
land is nearly extinct. Perſons who inherit 
through their anceſtors, from /. 400 to 
£.1000 per annum, who formerly paſſed 
their time in conviviality amongſt their 
tenants in the country, employed in making 
themſelves of uſe in their reſpective ſitua- 
tions, now conſume their eſtates in the moſt 
diſſipated purſuits in the capital of the king- 
dom. In Sir C. D—y—rs, we behold a 
contrary inſtance. With a clear eſtate of 

| L. 2000 
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L. z000l. a year, he is attached to the duties 
of his ſtation. He is open, hoſpitable, and 
ſincere; with a temper rather too haſty and 
tyrannical over thoſe dependant on him. In 
his neighbourhood he is beloved, and he ſel- 
dom or ever leaves it, unleſs. when called 
to London by Parliamentary bufineſs. In 
politics, he appears like many others, more 
devoted to men than things. The ſanc- 
tion of the leader of a party (provided. he 
poſſeſſes his confidence) to any meaſure, 
however at firſt repugnant to bis opinion 
and principles, is ſufficient to obtain the 
vote of Sir C. D; but we are not 
from hence, directly to impeach his inde- 
pendence. An intire faith in the judgment 
and integrity of that gentleman, to whom 
ſo many look up with equal reliance, may 
induce him to ſacrifice his own ſentiments to 
what he deems ſuperior authority ; nor. do 
we believe that the gentleman in queſtion 
would acquieſce from any unworthy motive. 
We have endeavoured, in general terms, to 
be juſt to his merits, but having no particu- 
lar excellence to dwell on, we cannot ex- 


tend our praiſes further. 
2 Mx. 


102 THE JOCKEY CLUB. 


Mr. N—TH—vy. 


NATURE has been uncommenly ſparing 
of her bounty to this gentleman ; neither for 
perſonal or mental accompliſhments has he the 
leaſt obligation to her. His own innate dull- 
neſs and ſtupidity is ſtill heightened by inceſ- 
fant habitual intoxication. A determined vo- 
tary to Bacchus, he is a ſtranger to all that 
gaiety and mirth inſpired by him, and is nei- 
ther more nor leſs than, what, in plain Eng- 
liſh, we call a downright fot. The parties 
which he frequents are all of a ſimilar caſt, 
and one of the principal members of this ſo- 
ciety * has lately paid the debt of nature, a 
victim to this fatal ignominious paſſion. During 
their meetings, no brilliant effuſions of fancy, 
no flaſhes of merriment to ſet the table in a 
roar, ever flew from them, and wine inſtead 
of exhilarating, ſeems only to have benumbed 
their ſenſes.— Example has no influence over 
perſons of this deſcription, or Mr. N-——y 


* Lord CO n. 
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would 
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would be warned by the premature fate of his 
friend. 

We ſhould not have dragged him from his 
inſignificance, had not his diſpoſition been as 
ſordid and contracted as his addreſs is vulgar and 
diſguſting. —A very ample fortune contributes 
to no other purpoſe, than to defray the expences 
of his filthy debauchery ; and if we are to judge 
from appearances, he will quickly follow his 
friend into another world, without leaving be- 
behind a fingle inſtance of virtue or libera- 
lity in expiation of his faults in this. 


SIR 
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SIR F. So D—$Hs 


DIFFERS little in character from the gen- 
tleman abovementioned. They have in a great 
degree the ſame habits, and are addicted to 
the fame low pleaſures. Conſidered altoge- 
ther, he is ſomewhat leſs unpleaſing in his 
manners, but in every other reſpe& we can 
make no diſtinction. 


Cor: 


\ 
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Cot. N. 


VENI, vID1, vic. 


WHEN this gentleman firſt returned from 
America, he thought to make a ſudden and 
durable impreſſion on the minds of his coun- 
trymen, by an inceſſant relation of his extra- 
ordinary atchievements. His countrymen 
were leſs ſenſible to his merit than he ima- 
gined. They did not liſten with that atten- 
tion or admiration that the gallant Colonel ex- 
pected. The exploits of a pandour, a parti- 
zan, are ranked in the loweſt degree of mili- 
tary merit; and it had been more prudent, on 
his part, to have omitted ſome inſtances of 
his valour, which have been thought rather 
tending to perfidy and cruelty. The Colonel 
however, is a man of ſtrict honour ; and woe 
to him who doubts it! He is Iikewiſe mem- 
ber for Liverpool, and a noted parliamentary 
ſpeechifier ; having particularly diſtinguiſhed 
himſelf in that cauſe, ſo congenial with his | 
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own heart, the rights of power, and uſurpa- 
tion againſt the rights of men. He is the 
ſtrenuous, determined advocate of the Slave 
Trade, and hence, he aſpires to future ſucceſs 
at Liverpool. 

His connection with, and obligations to the 
celebrated Mrs. R———n are well known; 
but gratitude is not the characteriſtic virtue of 
perſons of this caſt, and the lady has infinite 
reaſon to lament the origin of her acquaint- 
ance with the Colonel. 
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P—z B—ru—Bv. 
IN mockery and deriſion, this gentleman, 
from his ridiculous vanity and pride, has obtain- 
ed the ſoubriquet of Prince *, and he appears 
to inherit all thoſe virtues and accompl: ſhments 
which appertain generally to that. exalted; 
rank. A life conſumed in the ſame dull round} 
of vapid amuſements, and profligate debauches 
ry, that almoſt entirely engroſs the time of 
our men of faſhion, muſt yield painful ſenſa- 
tions to a reflecting mind; but perſons of this 
caſt are, for the moſt part, ſo deſtitute of ſen 
ſibility, or ſo wrapt up in arrogance and ſelf- 
ſufficiency, as to be incapable of any ſenſible 
reflection whatever. No character in itſelf 
can be more deſpicable, or from example, be 
leſs productive of good to the community, than 
that of him whom we diſtinguiſh as a man of 
faſhion. Mr. B—th—y lves wholly within 
this circle, and ſeems to conſider plebeian rank 
as of a ſpecies diſtinct, and formed only to 
move in obedience and ſubordination to ariſto- 
cratic inſolence. They who are only ambitious 

* Nickname. | 

H 2 of 
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of this vain and ſtupid diſtinction, are always 
as deficient in underſtanding, as in manners, 
they are inſolent and preſumptuous. Pride 
and vanity are certainly ſtriking features in the 
preſent portrait; nevertheleſs, gaming is an- 
other paſſion that diſputes the pre- eminence 
with them. Devoted to deep play, in the 
ſummer months when ſociety is in a manner 
diſſolved within the faſhionable circles, Mr. 
B———y, even at this advanced period of 
his life, thinks it no inconvenience to under- 
take a journey to Spa, merely to gratify this 
favourite paſſion, and fatal that it has not 
proved to him, appears to us extraordi- 
nary indeed, for to do him juſtice, he does 
not ſeem to know thoſe dexterous arts 
and manœuvres, practiſed by ſo many of 
the rapacious ſharks that ſurround him. 
We conceive, however, that his fortune is 
ſome what impaired, although he ſtill contrives 
to ſupport the ſtyle in which he originally 
ſtarted. 

We have been ſtrictly impartial in the little 
we have ſaid of the P—e, and they who know 
him beſt, will acknowledge the truth of our 


report, 
_ EA 
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Lp G. H. C- v—p— . 


THE character of the C-—f family, 
throughout all its branches, is uniform. Cold 
and phlegmatic: of unſullied honour and in- 
tegrity. Lord Ge differs in no one point 
from the reſt, unleſs that he may, by the force 
of example, be in ſome degree more tinctured 
with the prevailing follies of the age. When 
very young, he diſcovered a penchant for 
gaming, which has never forſaken him, nor 
do we believe that his fortune has been mate- 
rally injured by it, the coolneſs of his temper 
preventing thoſe exceſſes, that might other- 
wiſe have been fatal. 

We do not believe that the mines of Peru 
could ſeduce this nobleman to commit a diſ- 
honourable act; but, if his ul diſdains injuſtice 
and diſhonour, it is not ſufficiently warm and 
animated to feel the exquiſite delight of pure 
natural ſenſibility, or from thence, to be rouſed 
to the duties of an amiable and extenſive bene- 
volence. Indolence, rather than want of genero- 
fity, we are willing to believe the cauſe of this 
omiſſion; but if he was leſs flothful and indif- 
ferent, he would be far more amiable and uſeful. 


H 3 The 
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The liberal, noble ſpirit of the Lady united 
to the head of this family, whoſe charities are 
univerſal, and whoſe benignity of heart is an- 
nounced by the beaming graces of the moſt in- 
genuous, lovely, impaſſioned countenance *, 
ought to have operated as an example to per- 
ſons of ſimilar rank: but, alas! they are for 
the moſt part irreclaimable. Her lively, mer- 
curial temper was alſo admirably calculated to 
correct the plegm of the family, with which ſhe 
is connected: bur fire and water cannot aſſi- 
milate; and it grieves us to hear, that a ſepa- 
ration has actually taken place. 

If we have been under the neceſſity of ex- 
poſing the vices of others, how happy ſhould 
we be, had we (eloquence and abilities to de- 
ſcribe the various excellencies of this charming 
woman. Who can regard her tender afhduitf, 
her affectionate attachment, her anxious ſoli- 
citude and attention to her fiſter, during her 
dreadful malady, without feeling the utmoſt 
admiration ? If there are perſons unaffected by 


* When the Dutcheſs of D——e made her firſt ap- 
pearance at Derby races, after her marriage; an honeſt 
ruſtic, on her Grace being pointed out to him, in a 
kind of rapturous aſtoniſhment, exclaimed, “that werz 


he Gd Am- ty, he would make her queen of h-—n. 
ſuch 
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ſuch conduct, they muſt have hearts of ada- 
mant. | 

The cold, unfeeling mind may condemn 
her warmth of temper, as hurrying, on many 
occaſions, to extremes, not properly belonging 
to feminine reſerve; but ſenſibility, like hers, 
diſdains the faſtidious delicacy of etiquette or 
punctilio, when the intereſt and happineſs of a 
friend are at ſtake ; nor ſuffers any confidera- 
tion to reſtrain her from purſuing all poſſible 
means of promoting both one and the other. 
Let us therefore conſider ſuch trifling pecca- 
dillos, as ſerving only to heighten the general 
beauty of her character, All her foibles and 
levities originate in a purity of heart, and a 
conſciouſneſs of her own innocence, which 
makes her overlook thoſe forms of ceremony 
and reſtraint which prudence may require, but 
of which, even the ſtricteſt obſervance is not 
always ſure to ſtop the breath of calumny. 
The D of De reflects pure, ge- 
nuine luſtre on her rank, by a practice of all 
the ſhining virtues that adorn humanity, and are 
beneficial to mankind ; and we only lament that 
ſo bright an example is ſo rarely followed. 

We have been led into this digreſſion, from 
) =.” an 
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an irreſiſtible defire to attempt, however in- 
adequately, a deſcription of one, whoſe virtues 
and accompliſhments command univerſal praiſe 
and admiration ; and ſhall now return to the 
immediate ſubject of this chapter. 

Lord G——ge is no economult in the pur- 
ſait of his pleaſures. The turf and the chace 
are both followed up by him with eagerneſs, 
and at an expence that betrays no niggardly 
parſimony. He likewiſe has been much de- 
voted to amorous purſuits. During ſeveral 
years he cohabited with Mrs. A———d, at pre- 
ſent the amiable friend of Mr. F—x, and his 
conduct towards her was generous and noble, 
A liberal ſettlement was made previous to their 
ſeparation, and the connection was only diſ- 
ſolved in conſequence of a convenient and pro- 
fitable marriage with a lady, who, we are hap- 
py to obſerve, is another pattern to her ſex, 
We believe his L——p perfectly happy in his 
domeſtic fituation, nor can it well be other- 
wiſe, when a deſerving and accompliſhed wo- 
man takes ſuch uncommon pains to ſecure his 
happineſs. 


81K 
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IT often occurs, that we diſcover what is 
called good temper in perſons, which does not 
ariſe from any fixed principle of benevolence 
and philanthropy, but from a certain inſenſibi- 
lity, which feels no predilections or diſguſts, 
and that yields a ſort of affable ſmile and conde- 
ſcenſion to all, when in fact, ſelf is the only ob- 
ject that engroſſes every care. Urbanity on ſuch 
principles, however agreeable it may be, is no 
otherwiſe entitled to approbation. J—k M— 
n—rs paſſes in the world for what is called 
the beſt tempered man in it; yet we all know 
avarice to be the baſe principle which fills up 
each corner of his ſoul, the canker that cor- 
rodes his breaſt all day, and diſturhs his reſt by 
night. We do not mean to infinuate, that Sir 
W-——y is a perſon altogether of this de- 
{cription, but only to deſtinguiſh between this 
ſort of eaſy unruffled temper, and the ſolid 
virtue, benevolence. 

This gentleman does not appear 2 

I very 
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very comprehenſive mind, and his chief merit 
conſiſts in that eaſy diſpoſition we have men- 
tioned. Recovered from the irregularities of 
his youth, which was never marked by any 
traits of generoſity, he labours, at preſent, with 
infinite zeal, both by application to his Bank 
at F—o, and unremitting attention to New- 
market, to increaſe that wealth which by a for- 
tunate concurrence of unexpected events, has 
devolved upon him. In his gaming career, he 
has been particularly ſucceſsful, and in this, he 
veirfies the old adage: Good luck at cards, 
worſe luch in a w-fe, for we are afraid that, at 
home, he is not quite ſo happy, although his 
natural apathy may on this occaſion be of infi- 
nite ſervice to him. Perſons of quick and de- 
licate feelings are ſubject to eternal vexations, 
from which perſons of the above deſcription are 
exempt. Sir W——y A—n knows no ſuch 
ſevere mortifieation in life, as an unlucky run 
againſt him at gaming. There, indeed, his 
temper 1s not always proof againſt the uncer- 
tainty of chances, and a loſs at play is the only 
Joſs that can agitate the otherwiſe uniform ſe- 
renity of his mind. He has not a heart to feel 


the ardour of affection, or the zeal of friendſhip, 
7 ſo 
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ſo that he is conſequently out of the reach of 
ſuffering by any froward incident, reſulting 
from thoſe endearing ſentiments. Neverthe- 
leſs, the baronet is popular amongſt his acquain- 
tance, who, for the moſt part are perſons of little 
diſcernment, and, above all, he is diſtinguiſhed 
by the favour and attentions of our elegant 
P——e, who has likewiſe lately taken up a 
new favourite, worthy to be included in the 
claſs we have already had occaſion to mention 
no other, than that che, virtuous cheeld, from 
N—th B—t—n, Mr. Cu—n—h—me, who 
is alſo very high in the good graces of Mrs. 
F—h—b—t. We congratulate his R-—1 
H—--—ſ on this valuable acquiſition to his 
ſociety, and truſt that Mr. C———me will 
ſoon be appointed trea—--r of his houſehold, 
or to ſome place of equal confidence and re- 
ſponſibility, for which, from bis ſingular pro- 
Py and honour 0 is e Apel | 


a V 
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VK 1 
D— or N . 


How few there are who ſeek the wretched out, 
And court the offices of ſoft humanity ! 
Rowx · 


THE ariſtocracy of this country veri- 
fies the above paſſage. The moſt affluent 
fortunes are ſquandered or conſumed in the 
idleſt and often criminal purſuits—in profli- 
gate ſchemes of ſenſual pleaſure, or perſonal 
ambition, and in attempts, alas! too ſucceſs- 
ful, to corrupt the inferior order of the people, 
to the end of promoting the vileſt and moſt 
ſelfiſh purpoſes ; while even in this overgrown 
luxurious city, the paſſenger is daily annoyed 
by numberleſs ſpectacles of want and wretch- 
edneſs, that extort from every humane breaft 
ſenſations of ſympathy and horror. If ſuch 
diſgraceful inſtances of a weak and barbarous 
police were not every where viſible, let the 
arrogant and unfeeling noble direct his ſteps 
towards 
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towards thoſe receptacles of miſery, our gaols, 
There he will learn, to the ſcandal of hu- 
manity, how many dreadful victims of want 
and deſpair annually periſh, through depriva- 
tion of thoſe indiſpenſible neceſſaries, with- 
out which life cannot be ſupported. There 
he will behold the terrible effects of po- 
verty, working to every ſpecies of calami- 
ty—to vice, deſpair, and madneſs. Let 
not the iron breaſt of corrupt proſperity 
plead in extenuation of ſuch negle& an igno- 
rance of ſuch ſcenes ; and let not a D—ke of 
BELLY or Nx ſtand exculpated, through 
a falſe pretence, that they are not competent 
to relieve every ſpecies of human miſery, or 
on all occaſions to enquire into its exiſtence. 
Let ſuch wretched, cruel pretexts be ſcouted. 
It is by the too general adoption of theſe barbar- 
ous principles, that ſuch horrors exiſt. It is 
their duty, an indiſbenſible obligation on them, 
to make every enquiry, to diſcover the real 
objects of compaſſion, to pierce into the 
manſions of woe, and adminiſter the balm of 
comfort and relief. The oppoſite. doctrine, 
however, is ſo convenient and prevailing, that 
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the evil would be. boundleſs, if aD ſs of 
DC did not occaſionally appear, ex- 
tending. the powers of mercy, as a remedy to 
it. For what other purpoſe, than the pur- 
poſe of doing good, can the poſſeſſion of ſuch 
unbounded wealth and advantages be admut- 
ted ? Shall the no—m—n in queſtion be ſuf- 
fered with impunity to ſquander vait property 
in ſupporting the extravagant vices of paraſiti- 
cal buffoons and proſtitutes, of the loweſt and 
moſt vicious deſcription ; while he withholds 
the leaſt mite from meritorious objects, ſink- 
ing under the burthen of penury and misfor- 
tune? Let him reform his conduct, and for- 
ſaking the brothels of vice and infamy, viſit 
with tenderneſs and compaſſion the hoſpitals 
of diſeaſe and captivity. Then, and not till 
then, ought he to eſcape the rod of the ſe- 
vereſt reproach. 

We cannot however, inſpire ſenſibility into 
a flinty heart, and from a long habitual ſyſtem 
of intoxication, the D—ke of N k ſeems 
now ſunk into a ſtate of obtuſe ſtupefaction, 
that threatens a ſpeedy and total lethargy :— 
Vain, we fear, will be all attempts to rouſe 
him from it, or to awaken a ſenſe of duty in 


a breaſt 
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2 breaſt, naturally void of ſympathy and bene- 
volence. 

With ſuch admirable talents, his Grace 1s 
(albeit) a patriot—a zealous, determined pa- 
triot ; and his patriotiſm conſiſts in corrupting 
the purity of election. This con/titutional 
Peer evinces his enthuſiaſm for the conſtitu- 
tion, by an inverſe mode of proceeding ; by 
the moſt daring unconſtitutional acts; by a 
continual interference at elections for Mem- 
bers of Parliament, contrary to the firſt 
leading principles of the conſtitution he pro- 
feſſes to reverence. Let us, however, be juſt, 
and ſetting the darling conſtitution aſide, 
develope the real motive of his Grace's zeal 
and ardour on theſe occaſions :—A lover of 
that kind of jollity which then prevails, ſo 
congenial with thoſe habits, peculiar and grate- 
ful to his mind, it gives him an excellent 
opportunity of indulging them, and that, at 
no other expence, than the expence of his own 
purſe and con/titution, which ſuffers at leaſt 
equally with the conſtitution of his country. 

In conſidering the character of the perſon 
under our review, involuntary reflections ob- 

2 trude 
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trude themſelves upon us.—The injuſtice of 
| blindneſs of fortune, in proſtituting her fa- 
your on one whoſe ſwiniſh manners inſpire dif- 
guſt, and where ſordid filthy debauchery ex- 
cite averſion and abhorrence. 
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Er — ST—-M— r. 


THIS northern P—r has not the honour 
to be a member of the Jockey Club, but he 
compoſes part of that harlequin motley oppo- 
ſition, from which ſuch miracles were expect- 
ed. Diſtinguiſhed by the ſplendid embaſſies, 
which he filled with ſo much credit to our 
national hoſpitality*, his diplomatic ſcience is 
acknowledged by all, and his genius is fo 
comprehenſive, that no perſon can vie with 
him in experience of all the ' forms and 
uſages of Parliament. He inherits a kind 
af hereditary claim to the reſpect and affettion 
of this country, from thoſe glorious ſentiments 
of liberty, ſo uniformly inculcated by his ve- 
nerable uncle, during the long period that he 
preſided in our Court of K—g's B—ch; and 


* When Lord St—m—t was our Ambaſſador at 
Paris, it was his invariable practice, as ſoon as the 
de ch repaſt was finiſhed, to call for coffee, and dif- 
miſs his gueſts; a cuſtom not ſo agreeable to Engliſh 
conviviality. | 


I that 


122 THE JOCKEY CLUB. 


that he is equally inſpired by the ſame ſerven? 
enthuſiaſm, muſt be apparent to all, from the 
political creed which he judged proper to de- 
liver on the firſt day of this ſeſſions of Parlia- 
ment, where ſuch veneration for that palla- 
dium of freedom, the Liberty of the Preſs, was 
ſo elegantly and forcibly expreſſed. Opinions 
from ſuch high and dintere/ted authority, 
flowing muſt have due weight; therefore, when 
the public are informed by his L——p with all 
poſſible ſolemnity, in his ſenatorical capacity, 
that the writings which have tended to vindicate 
the principles of the French Revolution, and 
to ſupport the rights of man, in oppoſition to 
the doctrine of tyranny and oppreſſion, are no- 
thing but the paroxyſms of a diſturbed roman- 
tic imagination *, and loudly call for legiſlative 
interference: when the public hear ſimilar lan- 
guage, from ſuch a diftmpguiſhed character, con- 
firmed and ſtrengthened by a coincidence of 
ſentiment in one of his M——y's principal 
S———y's of S—-e, they may anticipate 
with propriety, that ſome /alutary reſtraint 
will be impoſed, to check the exuberancies of 


* Vide his Lordſhip's 3 
liberty 
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liberty, flowing from its moſt noble and facred 
palladium. 

Seriouſly ſpeaking, the n—-e P—r in queſ- 
tion ſprings from a family where the ſentiments 
of liberty are thinly ſcattered—from a family 
that has invariably and zealouſly defended deſ- 
potic principles of government, and whoſe 
prejudices have become rooted by the force 
of habit and education. No man can rational- 
ly be admitted a judge in his own cauſe ; 
therefore, the bold pojitrve ipſe dixit of an in- 
tereſted individual bears no weight, and the 
whole tenor of this N n's political life 
intitles him to none. 

Other men, of more candour and diffidence 
than his lordſhip,, differing in opinion from 
him, are become languid and irreſolute in their 
conduct, from the danger they imagine to 
exiſt in all innovation; they conceive the 
tranſition from error to truth, may produce 
great diſorders to ſociety ; and that ſeems one 
principal reaſon, why men of conſummate 
wiſdom, but perhaps from falſe policy, have 
been afraid to attempt a too ſudden change in 
the opinions of. men, however vicious thoſe 
opinions might be. 
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Nothing can appear to a rational mind more 
ſtrange and prepoſterous, than that the in- 
tereſts of a people ſhould be leſs attended to 
than the intereſts of a S——n and his N—-ty. 
Vet on every occaſion, the mouth of ariſto- 
cracy is open, to proclaim the honour and 
dignity of the crown, while the real majeſty 
of the people is never mentioned. It is won- 
derful indeed, that in nations the longeſt civi- 
lized, the art of government has made ſo little 
improvement ; but the people have been de- 
luded by the artifices and impoſition of thoſe 
they have been taught to conſider as their 
fuperiors, intereſted to work on their credu- 
lity, by preaching the excellency of thoſe 
governments, whereon their own may 
privileges depend. 

The moſt infallible criterion of judgment is 
undoubtedly that which is formed on the 
connection between. cauſes and effects. If, 
therefore, this poſition be admitted, (and it 
appears a perfect truiſm) there is viſible no very 
ſtriking evidence of the excellency of the 
Britiſh Conſtitution ; at leaſt it diſplays none 
in its preſent mutilated and deformed ſtate ; 
and every wiſe man who aſſerts, or ſeriouſly 

imagines, 


THE JOCKEY CLUB. 


ur JOCKEY CLUB. 125 


imagines, that it is ſo perfect as to admit of 
no improvement, muſt be a ſupporter of para- 
dox, and it would be a waſte of time to con- 
tend in argument with him. The pretended 
origin of ſovereign power is blaſphemous ;— 
its principles muſt neceſſarily be in a great de- 
gree vicious, unleſs ſo tempered and compreſ- 
ſed, as to render it conducive to general hap- 
pineſs. That is the great object of life, and 
from the defects of governments, a greater 
portion of the human race is miſerable. 

The ſplendid nonſenſe and eccentric rhap- 
ſodies of Mr. Bike may aſſimilate better 
with his Lordſhip's feelings and underſtanding, 
than the ſound logical truths of a Locke, or 
the mathematical demonſtrations of Newton 
Himſelf. 

We could with, therefore, before we diſ- 
miſs this article, to impreſs ſtrongly on the 
reader's mind, the abſurdity of yielding atten- 
tion, much leſs confidence, to perſons eſſen- 
tially intereſted in the final termination of 
this conteſt. The moſt zealous advocates on 
the ariſtocratic fide of the queſtion are men 
of that deſcription ; and if there exiſts a 
perſon who, judging from the whole tenor 

12 of 
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of L—d S——'s political life, can ſeriouſly 
believe him capable of ſurrendering conſider- 
able perſonal advantages, to the end of pro- 
moting the general intereſt, (to uſe his Lord- 
ſhip's own words) his imagination muſt be 
diſturbed and romantic indeed. 

In private life, his politeneſs and hoſpitality 
are no leſs conſpicuous, than his public prin- 
ciples are liberal and patriotic. 

In the year 1780, when his houſe was vio- 
lently beſieged and menaced with deſtruction by 
the rioters, a captain of the — regiment received 
orders to march to its protection; when after 
having, with his men, made every exertion 
(and with ſucceſs) during the whole night, to 
ſhield it from deſtruction, in the morning he 
received a chilling verbal meſſage from his 
Lordſhip, that if he wanted any refreſhment, 
he would find it in the houſekeeper's-room. 
The proud Scot, who affects to build ſuch 
implicit faith on the virtue of birth and titles, 
(and fo far he is right, poſſeſſing himſelf no 
intrinſic merit) was probably ignorant, that 
this; young officer “ is the ſon of an Iriſh 

* The Hon, C—-le C—w—de, fon of Vt 


C-. de. 
| | N AL ke! n, 
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N-b--n, and nearly allied to ſeveral of the 
moſt ancient families in this kingdom, not 
regarding his rank in the army alone, a ſuffi- 
cient paſſport to the honour of à ſeat at his 
own table. 

We cannot diſmiſs this worthy Thane with- 
out expreſſing a wiſh that he, as well as all 
others of a fimilar caſt, were exiled from this 
fat, fertile ſoil, to the bleak and barren region 
from whence he originally came. 


1 4 Mx. 
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Mx. H—y V——s. 


IT is the privilege of a man of faſhion ta 
be exempt from thoſe ties which have an in- 
fluence over perſons of meaner condition, 
| Hence, the bonds of conſanguinity in the 
higher circles are looſened. This gentleman 
is the nephew of old Dk V——n, whoſe 
portrait we have given, but there exiſts no 
more ſympathy or kindred affection, than if 
there was not the leaſt diſtant alliance between 
them. At Newmarket, often has he been 
ſeen in eager conteſt with his uncle, each exert- 
ing every nerve to obtain an advantage over the 
other, although age and experience generally 
prevailed. Mr. H.V—-n, notwithſtanding the 
vaſt latitude in which he indulged himſelf, be- 
ing not altogether the moſt ſucceſsful jockey on 
the turf; he had an intereſt, however, in wiſhing 
to appear ſo, and thus, at H—t— n“, he im- 
poſed on the credulity of his country neigh- 


* His Country ſeat, 
bours, 
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bours, in recounting the wonderful ſucceſs 
and glory of his Newmarket atchievements. 
The object of theſe extraordinary relations was 
a loan, and the circumſtances attending this 
loan were of ſuch a particular nature, as to 
induce the neceſſity of immediate departure 
from this kingdom. 

Our adventurer was always celebrated for 
an uncommon brilliancy and fertility of inven- 
tion, in mingling the marvellous in all his 
narrations ; hence, he relates with ſingular 
effect, his miraculous voyages and exploits 
during a twelve years abſence from his native 
country ; during that ſhort period we are to 
underſtand, that he has penetrated into every 
part of the habitable globe, and even into parts 
before deemed impervious to human efforts ; 
how he has traverſed the icy mountains of 
Canada, and the burning ſands of Egypt; 
of his imminent eſcapes both by ſea and land ; 
of battles bravely, hardly fought*, in which 
the palm of victory was decreed to him; of 
his aſtoniſhing {kill in directing the Spaniſh 

Othello. 


artillery 
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artillery againſt the fort of Algiers*, and the 
no leſs amazing ſervices that he rendered his 
own country at the memorable ſiege of Gib- 
raltar +. 

All this to hear, would his De/demona | 


ſeriouſly incline, till at length, for his roman- 


—_ 


readers ; and we are informed Mr, V 


tic gallantry, ſhe paid him with herſelf. 


R. V n informs us of the public thanks he 
received from the Spaniſh General, and afterwards from 
the King of Spain himſelf, for the vaſt ſkill and gal- 
Jantry he diſplayed on that occaſion, where he ſerved 
as volunteer in the Spaniſh army. 

+ Lord Heathfield honoured him with the ſame diſ- 
tinguiſhed acknowledgments, for the ſuperior know- 
ledge, judgment, and conſummate bravery, which he 
employed in the ſervice of his country, at the ſiege of 
Gibraltar, although by ſome unaccountable neglect or 
defect of memory, his Lordſhip forgot to mention our 
hero in his diſpatches tranſmitted to Government. 

1 The preſent M—g—v—e of A—p—ch, with 
whom Mr. Vn made the voyage up the Crimea ; 
an account of which, her H ſs has publiſhed, to 
the entertainment and inſtruction of her numerous 
n is likewiſe 
preparing for the preſs, an elaborate hiſtory of his in- 
credible voyages and adventures ; a hiſtory that muſt 
prove equally intereſting, from the marvellous and ro- 
mantic incidents it will neceſſarily contain. 


Mr. 
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Mr. V n is now, after all his perils and 


eſcapes, returned home, and from thence, we 
are authoriſed to believe, and to hope, that he 
has ſettled every difference with his friend and 
neighbour, and that the hoſpitalities of H--t--n 
will be once more revived. 


Sin 
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SIR . 


A VETERAN of the Jockey Club; but 
the Baronet's genius never aſpired to diſtinc- 
tion, and through every department of life, he 
has always moved in a very ſubordinate and 
narrow ſphere. If Sir F—-k is not wholly dead 
to ambition, it conſiſts in a pitiful defire of ex- 
celling and diſtinguiſhing himſelf at a country 
race. Amongſt the inferior order of jockeys, 
in his neighbourhood at Epſom and Guildford, 
he paſſes for what is called a knowing one, and 
is thought to have acquired a particular and 
curious method of making a horſe ſink, while 
meaſuring for a grve and take plate. This kind 
of exotic fame gratifies every feeling of Sir 
F——k, and is the only ambition to which 


he aſpires. In ſhort, a character like this, is 
in every ſenſe ſo inſignificant, that it were 
tedious to dwell Jonger upon it. His preſent 
appearance announces a ſpeedy journey to that 
bourne whence no traveller returns, and as 
his life was unreſpected, fo his death will be 
unlamented. 


3 Ms. 
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Mr. P—TT. 


THE virtues of men are demonſtrable only 
by their actions, and many firſt rate genius 
ruſts in obſcurity, and dies unknown, merely 
for want of a powerful patron, to open an oc- 
caſion of diſplaying it. 

Not ſo with this perſon ; he commenced 
his political career under the moſt auſpicious 
omens, and neglected not the happy opportu- 
nity of attacking an unpopular and beaten 
Miniſter, when the popularity and name of 
his father were a tower of ſtrength, and the 
nation was groaning under an incredible accu- 
mulation of taxes, in conſequence of meaſures, 
which had his father's counſels been attended 
to, would never here been adopted. 

Mr. P-tt was too keen and penetrating not 
to avail himſelf to the utmoſt of his peculiarly 
fortunate ſituation. Elected into Parliament, 
without expecting it ;—diſfappointed at Cam- 
bridge; nor for the preſent, indulging his 
hopes further, he became a Member of Parlia- 

ment, 
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ment, by the moſt lucky chance, at a critical 
period when every thing concurred to favour 
the talents and ambition, by which he was cer- 
tainly inſpired. 

In his firſt eſſay as an orator, he ſurpriſed 
the aſſembly in which his oration was deli- 
vered ; and the author of theſe pages remem- 
bers to have heard the opinion of a gentle- 
man , who cannot be ſuppoſed prejudiced on 
that ſide of the queſtion, which was, that 
it ſurpaſſed any thing he had ever heard from 
his father, even in the meridian of his glory. 
Far be it from us to acquieſce in ſuch opinion, 
but it certainly was that of one whoſe judg- 
ment when not warped, was intitled to defe- 


* He was choſen for Appleby, an ariſtocratic bo- 
rough of Lord L—d—le, through the recommendation 
of old K—t—k, who had caſually met him at the late 
Duke of R—t—d's. Old K—t—k, when afterwards in 
the laſt ſtage of diſtreſs, labouring under the compli- 
cated miſery of age and ſickneſs, applied to Mr. P—t 
for ſome partial relief, when this founder of his for- 
tune received a cold anſwer from Dr. P—-t—m—n, 
that Mr. P—t was very ſorry it was not in his power 
to oblige him.— Mr. P—t was never heard of at Ap- 
pleby, till the day on which he was clected. 

+ Mr. Rigby. 

rence 
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rence and reſpect. In his maiden ſpeeches he 
diſphyed that arrogance and ſelf- ſufficiency 
which have never forſaken him. Elated by 
the ſucceſs of a firſt attempt, he immediately 
quitted the ſubaltern poſt, and boldly aſſerted 
his claim to pre-eminence, ſignifying that he 
would never accept an inferior office in any ad- 
miniſtration. The adventurous youth was well 
inſtructed, as the event has fully proved. Diſ- 
aſtrous circumſtances paved the way to his 
preſent ſituation, and the name of his father, 
ſeconded by a ſerious of extraordinary events, 
ſerved to fix the fortune of his ſon. Pledging 
himſelf never to relinquiſh the duty he felt 
incumbent on him, of exerting all his powers 
to effect a reform of Parliament, and the 
catchword Liberty ever foremoſt in his mouth, 
while the ſentiment was ever the moſt remote 
and foreign from his heart, when his con- 
fidential and appointed inſtructors knew his 
heart and principles better, he deluded the 
country into an opinion of his honeſty, and 
afterwards betrayed it. Mr. Pt is indebted 
for his preſent ſituation to the people, and he 
has (like many others) betrayed them. He 
has ſubmitted to the rod, and to that ſuperior 
executive diſcipline which renders the boaſted 
j conſtitution 
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conſtitution of this country a mere farce, bes 
cauſe it abſorbs the two other parts of it. 

Could it have been imagined that a young 
man (young men are commonly. generous and 
high ſpirited) would ſo ſoon have forgot the 
hand that raiſed him? He was the pledged 
advocate and friend of the people. They had 
confidence in his pledges, and on their ſupport 
he was exalted. To conſider this man while 
a candidate for popular truſt and his conduct 
afterwards, what a wretched contraſt does it 
diſplay ! Let it not be urged that a Miniſter's 
office is arduous and difficult. The pretext is 
inadmiſſible. He acquired his ſituation on the 
firm of liberal and popular principles : It is 
the moſt infamous herefy in him to have aban- 
doned them. 

The future welfare and glory of this coun- 
try is acknowledged by all its true friends, to 
depend on a reform in the repreſentation of Par- 
liament.— At preſent, the whole government 
is veſted in the executive power which virtu- 
ally commands the other two departments. 
Mr. P—t, previous to his elevation, main- 
tained a ſimilar doctrine ; and to ſuppoſe a 
Miniſter, omnipotent as he is, incapable of 
effecting a . when he is ſincere and 

zealous 
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gealous in his exertions to do fo, is a paradox: 
but Mr. P tt is the ſlave, the tool of ſuperior 
force. He departs from the principles of his 
illuſtrious anceſtor, who never would crouch 
to the authority of any ſovereign or cabinet, 
when militating againſt his own more enligh- 
tened judgment. He reſiſted and generally ſuc- 
ceeded, or if baffled, refigned. His ſon purſues 
far different maxims, and for ever over-ruled, 
ſtill clings to the douceurs and infamy of office; 
for infamous it moſt ſurely is, to practiſe mea- 
ſures his own ſentiments condemn. Ne- 
ver did man accede to power on more juſt or 
noble principles, and never did man apoſtatize 
from them with leſs reſerve. He forgets all 
obligations, and when he might avail him- 
ſelf of the occaſion of honourably fulfilling 
them, in advancing the liberty and happineſs 
of his country, from the glorious example that 
we behold in France, he eternally launches out 
into vapid unmeaning encomiums on the boaſt- 
ed excellencies of the Britith conſtitution, in- 
ſtead ofadhering to his folemn contract, of exert- 
ing all his influence and abilities to reform its 
blemiſhes. The happy moment was neglected, 
and extraordinary armaments prepared under the 

Lo Sh falſeſt 
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falſeſt and moſt chimerical pretences, in order to 
diſtract the minds of the people, and to divert their 
thoughts from the grand conſtitutional object-- 
the advancement of national liberty; fo that 
the obſervation of a popular writer * is ſtrictly 
juſt, that in reviewing the preſent admini- 
ſtration, it would appear as wars were conjured 
up for the purpoſe of raiſing taxes, not taxes 
for ſupporting wars. 

Were it neceſſary to expatiate on what is 
ſo generally known and felt, —the apoſtacy from 
thoſe popular doctrines, to which he owes his 
fortune and elevation, we would only mention 
the ſcandalous extenſion of exciſe laws during 
the ſpace of this adminiſtration, that commenced 
under the auſpicious promiſe of freedom, which 
have been carried to an enormous exceſs, that 
the author of the ſyſtem himſelf +, the father of 
corruption, the model of patriotiſm, as Mr. 
Burke deſcribes him, would never have dared 
to think of. 

We write not under the influence of pre- 
judice, nor do we think it of the leaſt import- 
ance who is miniſter of this country, unleſs 
determined to refiſt, and in conſequence, reduce 


* Mr. Payne's Rights of Man. + Sir-R. Walpole. 
529585 - the 
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the influence of the crown, by a reform of par- 
liament; till that period arrives, the ſyſtem wall 
be invariably the ſame, as we have hitherto be- 
held it. Mr. D—d—s, the k—g's friend the 
confidential adviſer of Lord N--th, has uniform- 
ly purſued the plan laid down. He is now him- 
{elf the principal machine that moves the wheels 
of gt, the friend and ſecret counſellor of 
him who ſubverted the adminiſtration of his 
friend, Lord N—th. Can it then be wondered 
at, that he has debauched his young pupil, and 
that the old corrupt leaven ſtill exiſts. 

The public life of Mr. P—tt will afford 
no room for praiſe to the faithful and juſt hiſ- 
torian. A moreenlightened and unprejudiced 
age, when the errors of antiquity ſhall have 
loſt their force, will behold his character in 
its native colours. He muſt then appear ei- 
ther in the light of an ungrateful hypocrite, or 
ſubmit to the alternative of being reckoned a 
man of contracted mind. 

In private life, he is not more amiable or 
exemplary. The miniſterial ſyſtem that he has 
laid down, pervades the internal economy of 
all his actions. He appears to imagine all true 
dignity. to conſiſt in a coldneſs and reſerve, 

2 that 
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that baniſhes every ſuitor from his preſence, 
nor does he ever ſuffer any caſe of diſtreſs, how- 
ever juſt or preſſing the claims may be, to divert 
him from the routine of office, or to extort the 
leaſt relief or comfort from himſelf. Neglt- 
gent and careleſs, as he is reported to to be in 
his domeſtic concerns, there is not a fingle 
ray of generoſity that has ever burſt forth to 
animate the general froſt of his character. 
Addicted to the exceſſes of wine, he ſtill re- 
tains his natural ſullenneſs and reſerve, nor 
in the beſt moments of convivial mirth does 
he ever diſplay a flexibility of diſpoſition, 
or openneſs to conviction. Often as he has 
been obliged to ſubmit to the decree of ne- 
ceflity, yet never has he had candour to ac- 
knowledge the weakneſs of any meaſure origi- 
nating in himſelf, that brought on that neceſ- 
fity. With all his failings, his caution and 
plauſibility are admirably calculated to en- 
trap the confidence of the landed and mo- 
nied intereſt, and he turns it to the beſt ac- 
count; labouring with all his zcal, to incul- 
cate a belief of the flouriſhing ſtate of the 
national finances ; enforcing every circumſtance 
tending to confirm this belief, and concealing | 


3 every 
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every truth, that would ſerve to diminiſh or 
deſtroy it. At preſent, there appears little 
chance of reſignation or diſmiſſion from the 
high eminence on which he ſtands ; but let 
him retire or be diſmiſſed, he never will be 
entitled to the thanks or gratitude of his coun- 
try, and he will be regarded by poſterity as a 
time- ſerver and apoſtate. 


K 3 | SIR 
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SiR F. P LE. 


IN the portraits we have given, there did 
not appear a neceſſity of adopting any metho- 
dical arrangement, it being our principal care 
to maintain, in all its purity, the character of 
ſtrict, impartial juſtice, nor in one inſtance, 
are we conſcious of having departed from that 
rule. No extraordinary depth of learning, or 
extent of erudition, is required to give effect 
to a publication of this kind: its merits are of 
a different nature, nor can it be a ſerious ob- 
jection, that the little Sir F. P——le follows 
ſo cloſe on the heels of the great Mr. P—tt. 

The inſignificance of this Baronet would 
ſecure him from our animadverſions, was it 
not, as we have remarked in other inſtances, 
that the viciouſneſs of his mind gives celebrity, 
when his habits otherwiſe are calculated to 
leave him in obſcurity. 

We have known perſons, miſerably defi- 
cient in intellectual endowments, who, by an 
amiable temper, and goodneſs of heart, have 

effaced 


THE JOCKEY CLUB. 143 


effaced every unfavourable impreſſion of a firſt 


appearnace. 
The firſt appearance of Sir F. P——le 


prepoſſeſſes againſt him, but we defy any pre- 
judice in his favour, on a more intimate ac- 
quaintance, to refute the juſtice of the firſt 
impulſe. 

It occurs to us, in our obſervations on hu- 
man life, that perſons of real merit, —of in- 
trinſic benevolence, and numberleſs other en- 
gaging qualities, are often neglected, and in a 
manner ſcouted from ſociety, while a wretch of 
this deſcription, whoſe very voice is revolting to 
delicate or ſuſceptible feelings, is received with 
a certain degree of courteſy and reſpect. True 
it is, that they who thus accommodate them- 
ſelves to ſuch ſociety, are generally perſons of 
little diſcrimination or diſcernment. 

The Baronet in queſtion, delights in the 
loweſt company—natural it is, that he ſhould 
do ſo. When he can collect around him a 
troop of horſe riders, to whom he can relate 
his knowledge of pedigrees, and his judgment 
at a country race, with all the curious, intereſt- 
ing anecdotes, that have fallen within his ex- 
perience, elevated by the fumes of tobacco and 

K 4 ale, 
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ale, which neceſſarily yield additional ſplendor 
to his converfation ; then he is in his own 


element 
Away with ſuch it is an idle 


waſte of time, when employed on ſuch a 
ſubject. 


D-xz 
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D-RkE or R 


IT is our pride to act with uniform con- 
ſiſtency ; never to be deluded by the voice or 
prejudice of others. This Nobleman, in the 
tide of public report, is unpopular; and judg- 
ing from thoſe who thus judge him, this unpopu- 
larity with us is his beſt praiſe. 

The Duke of R——d has a firm and ex- 
alted mind ; his unremitted, patriotic exertions, 
during the long proceſs of the American war, 
were ſuch as the utmoſt powers of panegyric 
are unequal to celebrate; nor will his ſpeech in 
the Houſe of Lords, where he unequivocally and 
nobly aſſerted the rights of men and America's 
independence, even at the moment when Cha- 
tham was ſtruck with death, be ever forgotten. 

The pretended deſertion from his party, which 
has been ſo ſeverely probed, and treated with 
ſo much pointed wit and aſperity, is calculated 
to delude the ignorant, but can never operate 
on a clear, enlightened judgment. When the 
avowed friends and enemies of freedom united, 
it 
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it was time for him to ſeparate from his for- 
mer connections; and if his active ſanguine 
mind has accepted an appointment, where there 
is ſcope for its exertion, it does not thence fol- 
low, that he approves the meaſures of govern- 
ment. Acting on his own judgment, and a con- 
fciouſneſs of right, from ſuperior abilities, to do 
fo his decifions may not always be orthodox, but 
in our opinicn, his plan for reforming parlia- 
ment (however impracticable to narrow, in- 
comprehenſive minds it may appear) is the 
moſt liberal and effectual remedy to the evil 
that has been yet propoſed.— That plan, to 
which he ſtill adheres, ought ever to be an 
impenetrable ſhield againſt the inveteracy of 
malevolent reports, and undermine the calumny 
of thoſe formerly acting with him, who, un- 
able to corrupt, or ſeduce, neglect no occaſion 
of defaming him. That plan is too obnoxious 
to ariſtocracy, ever to be reduced to practice, 
under the independent adminiſtration of Mr. 
P—tt ; but if there is a vice in the political 
character of the Duke of R-, it is, that he 
ſubmits to act in concert with the preſent 
miniſter. - 


It 
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If we in general approve the principles of this 
Nobleman, in his public line, he is equally ad- 
mirable in his domeſtic regulations and œcono- 
my. Liberality, without profuſion, chearfulneſs 
and hoſpitality are the characteriſtics of Good— 
. An indulgent and affectionate brother; and 
attentive to every duty incumbent on him in a 
private ſtation, it is impoſſible to conceive a per- 
ſon more beloved or reſpected within that ſphere. 

It becomes us therefore to reject the venom. 
of calumnious report, which has been remark- 
ably buſy, in its exertions againſt the D-ke of 
R——d. We remember when he refuſed 
every ſolicitation the moſt anxiouſly preſſed, and 
almoſt every hour repeated, from the Coalition, 
and hence all parties are irritated and incenſed 
againſt him : but truth is not to be perverted, 
and whenever Mr. P—tt has ſufficient aſcen- 
dency over a certain perſon, to gain his aſſent 
to what every man of honour and public vir- 
tue anticipates, the D-ke of Rd will be 
found the moſt able and zealous advocate of 
any ſyſtem that appears likely to accomplith 
the patriotic purpoſe. 

We are aware that our ſentiments, reſpect- 
ing this Nobleman, militate againſt public 

opinions I 
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opinion *; but we are neither the ſlaves of pre- 
judice, or the dupes of error, and it ſeldom 
happens that the people know their beſt 
friends. It is the hour of trial that inſtructs 
and enlightens them ; and ſhould that period 
arrive during his life, the D-ke of Rd 
will then ſhine in his genuine, native colours. 


Leet it be remembered however, that this opinion 
originates from thoſe who could not warp his principles 
and integrity to yield ſanction to a meaſure he repro- 
bated and deteſted, and which exerted the indignation 
of every independent mind in the kingdom. 


THE JOCKEY CLUB. 149 


Mx. H. B—B—vy. 
\ 

IT is a juſt remark, that perſons remark- 
able for any particular ingenious talent, are 
often, in other reſpects, ſtupid, phlegmatic, and 
heavy. This gentleman's talent is well known, 
ſince every print ſhop exhibits ſpccimens of it. 
Port and porter, whatever encroachments 
the abuſe of them may have made on his con- 
ſtitution, has not yet diminiſhed the excel- 
lence of his art. His figure is bloated and 
disfigured by theſe exceſſes, and his ſenſes are 
impaired, as he continually appears in a ſtate of 
lethargy. All accompliſhed, however, as he 
is, he was ſelected as Gent-n Uſ—r, or 
Mr of the C—m—ies, to do the honours 
of the D—-ſs of Y—k; and if her RI 
H ſs was not on her guard againſt the 
falſchood of firſt impreſſions, ſhe muſt have 
conceived ſtrange notions of the manners and 
addreſs of an Engliſh gentleman, from the 

vulgar mean appearance of Mr. B—b—y, 
It is barbarous thus to drag a man out of 
his 
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his proper element, and wantonly expoſe him 
to public ridicule. The good ſenſe of his bro- 
ther ſhould have interpoſed to prevent it. — 
Honeſt H—-y would pafs unnoticed at the 
Mount, where there are ſo many congenial 
ſouls ; but to bring him forward as a fine gen- 
tleman, to hold the train of an accompliſhed 
P. —ſs, and to attract the ſatyrical en- 
tions of a court, was inhuman. 

Since his appointment, however, he cer- 
tainly is become more attentive to his perſon, 
and ſmarter in his dreſs, but we would recom- 
mend rather more eaſe and freedom in his ha- 
biliments, as his preſent appearance threatens 
an explofion. 

We imagine that it was through the intereſt 
of his brother, that he gained a fituation in 
the D— of Y—k's houſehold, with a view 
perhaps of reclaiming him from his old inve- 
terate habits ; but if the beauty and perſuaſion 
of his w—e could not wean him from them, 
we fear that he will never be reclaimed by the 
refinements and example of the polite world, 
into which he has been thus late introduced. 
H—y has not yet paſſed his noviciate in this new 
college, and although he ſeems puffed up with 

too 
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too much ſelf importance on his promotion, 
yet we apprehend that he will not have reſolu- 
tion to go through all the etiquette and fa- 
tiguing ceremonies of genteel life. We expect 
ſoon again to behold him reſume his old ſta- 
tion at the Mount; and, convinced of the 
vanity of all foreign luxury and magnificence, 
return with additional ſatisfaction to the home- 
felt delights of his original gin and water, and 
humble port. 
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IN. this nobleman, there is much to praiſc 
and admire. He has withſtood all the temp- 
tations of vice, and reſiſted the fatal tendency 
of a moſt dangerous and corrupt example. 
The ſcenes of diſſipation and immorality pe- 
culiar to the higher circles of life, and in 
which his parents were particularly involved, 
made no bad impreſſion on his youth, and 
he affords as ſtriking an inſtance of do- 
meſtic comfort and felicity, as they were of 
the reverſe. All the duties of private life are 
performed in the moſt exemplary manner by 
L- d H-r—t-n. His reſources of happineſs 
conſiſt in a wife and children, who are the ob- 
jects of his tendereſt ſolicitude and affection, 
nor is he in the leaſt degree tainted by the 
prevailing vices of the age. 

He attends in his military capacity with a 
meritorious attention to the diſcipline and mo- 
rals of his regiment ; and although bordering 
on the martinet, he is beloved and reſpected 

| both 
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both by officers and men. During the war, 
he ſerved in America with confiderable eclat, 
to the detriment of a delicate conſtitution, and 
if we are not miſtaken, was the officer who 
brought over diſpatches containing an account 
of the ſurrender of the Britiſh forces at Sara- 
toga, the ignominy of which, his friendſhip 
for the general, induced him to exert all his 
powers to palliate and conceal. Vain, how- 
ever, were his efforts; the ſurrender of that 
army is a blot in the military character of the 
officer who commanded it, that no circum- 
ſtance or length of time can ever efface. 

Lord H-r—t-n is uncle to Lord B—-m—e, 
and we doubt not, exerts his beſt endeavours 
to fave him from the threatning ſtorm. That 
young no—m—n, whom we have already 
flightly mentioned, notwithſtanding his eccen- 
tricities, is not deſtitute of good qualities ; he 
is generous, open, and ſincere, but ſurrounded 
as he is, by the rapacious cormorants who 
daily feed on his bounty, and ſeduce him to 
a perſeverance in thoſe exceſſes, which muſt 
eventually terminate in his ruin—he allows 
himſelf no time for reflection; but when the 
fatal moment arrives, he will find theſe inſatiate 

L leeches 
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leeches who fo long preyed upon him, and 
precipitated his fall, the very firſt to arraign 
that intemperance and profuſion, which they 
had been ſo anxious to promote and encourage. 
They will gradually abandon him, and he will 
find himſelf univetſally deſerted, ſtanding in 
one vaſt ſolitude. He will then become another 
Timon; a hater of his own ſpecies, and curſe 
that ungrateful world, on which he had ſolely 
built all his hopes and felicity. 

To avoid this terrible alternative, if not 
too late, he muſt immediately adopt ſome mo- 
derate, rational, and prudent plan, which the 
reliques of his fortune will enable him to ſup- 
port ; and if this pamphlet ſhould fall into his 
hands, we earneſtly with him to conſider our 
advice and ſuggeſtions, as coming from one 
who is his ſincere well wither and his friend. 

We have been led into this digreſſion from 
the pureſt motives, and if our counſels ſhould 
produce a falutary effect, the labour will be 
amply rewarded. | 

Little remains to be ſaid of Lord H-r-t-n. 
We believe him to have been of late in the 
frequent habit of viſits at the Ri] reſidence 
in W—f-,, but his virtues are not calculated 
to 
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to make impreſſion in that quarter. He was 
deſirous to ſucceed Lord O d as Ranger of 
the Parks: his pretenſions, however, were diſ- 
regarded, in order to reward the extraordinary 
merit of Lord G lle, the relation of Mr. 
P—t, who previous thereto, (poor man) en- 
joyed none of the favours and good things of 
Government. | 

Lord H—r—t—h, nevertheleſs, does not 
appear diſappointed, and ſtill manifeſts an at- 
tachment and predilection for the court. 


L 2 Ep REIT 
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SIR C. B—-rr—DE. 


THE injuſtice and cruelty of the Grand 
Monde is forcibly illuſtrated in the general ne- 
glect this gentleman has experienced. During 
the reign of his independence and proſperity, 
his convivial talents and happy cheerful temper 
were ever applauded and admired, and his un- 
ſhaken attachment to the party, which proved 
fatal to him, in the loſs of his election at 
E—t—r, antecedent to that period, drew 
down ſhouts of applauſe. In a word, gene- 
rally conſidered, he was the beſt, the fineſt 
fellow living. But mark the fad reverſe ! No 
ſooner had his friendly generous diſpoſition, 
which on all occaſions he was happy and proud 
to indulge, produced a fatal revolution in his 
affairs, and he appeared involved in trouble, 
and diſtreſs, than the tune was immediately 
altered. The poor fellow was then no perſon's 
enemy but his own—it could not be otherwiſe 
—it was long foreſeen, that his thoughtleſs 
diſpoſition and profuſion would end, where it 

did 
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did—it could anſwer no purpoſe, to afford 
any temporary relief, as would only be the 
means of yielding him an opportunity of in- 
dulging his old habits, and he would ſoon be 
plunged in the ſame difficulties again. 

Such are the Protean ſentiments of men 
of faſhion, and ſuch the language applied to 
this unfortunate gentleman. Poor fellow !- he 
flattered himſelf to the laſt : he little dreamt 
that amongſt his numerous acquaintance, he 
had not one friend; nor did he diſcover his 
error, till, alas! he had occaſion for one. 

Then indeed, the maſk was at once with- 
drawn, and he, whoſe company had been fo 
ardently ſought after, was left to pine in ſoli- 
tude and oblivion. 

Had Sir C. B——de been an apoſtate from 
his friendſhip, or from his principles, had he 
not uniformly in parliament, voted with the 
oppoſition, he would at this moment have 
been one of the repreſentatives of the city of 
Er; but his ſteady attachment to thoſe 

he regarded as his friends, proved his ruin. 
Others of far leſs merit, but of more weight 
in the political ſcale, and not requiring the ſame 
protection, have been taken up by the party, and 
L 3 elected 
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elected into parliament through their influence, 
and thus, the moſt ſelfiſh principles have ſu- 
perſeded the obligation of gratitude and friend- 
ſhip, 

Let us however recommend to our friend, 
not to abandon himſelf to deſpair. The diſ- 
appointment and ingratitude he has felt, have 
been equally proved by others. His happy 
temper is framed to contend againft adverſity, 
and we truſt, eventually will triumph over it. 

Should he ever again know a favourable 
change in his affairs, the ſmiles of the world 
will once more beam in bright effuſſion round 
him ; but experience will ſerve as an eternal 


caution againſt their fallacy and deception. 


Mx. 
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Mx. T. O—L—w. 


How wretched is the poor man who builds on Princes“ 
favours *. 


THE ſubject of this chapter once ſtood high 
in the good graces of the P—e of W—s, and 
his humourous talents, however bordering on 
buffoonery and grunace, ſeemed calculated to 
inſure a continuance of them. Inſeparable, 
and united in friendſhip as they appeared to 
be, it is reported to have been diſſolved by an 
occurrence, which although it may be thought 
imprudent, certainly is not diſhonourable to the 
feelings of Mr. O—l—w. 

The public are well acquainted with the 
tranſaction that ſome years ago intervened, to 
diſturb the tranquility and happineſs of this re- 
ſpectable family, which rendered a ſudden de- 
parture from the kingdom, in the perfon con- 
cerned, indiſpenſibly neceſſary.— After a con- 
ſiderable abſence, his relations had been fondly 


* Shakeſpear. | 
L 4 deceived | 
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deceived into a belief, which ended, as it ought 
to do, in vexation and diſappointment. They 
conceived it pgſible, that the paroxiſms of 
public indignation, had vented themſelves, and 
that the ſanction, of his R—| H ſs, who 
certainly was quite ignorant of the ſtigma, un- 
der which the gentleman in queſtion laboured, 
might reſtore their relation once more to his 
country and ſociety. Under fuch deluſion, 
they invited his return, and at the defire of 
T—m—y, the P—e gave a grand dinner, and 
the unhappy ſtranger, on whom all affability and 
politeneſs were profuſely laviſhed, was ſeated 
on his right hand. During the repaſt, an ex- 
traordinary coldneſs and reſerve were viſible; 
and, very contrary to the uſual euſtom, at its 
concluſion, all the gueſts immediately retired. 
His R—1 H —ſs was wholly at a loſs to ac- 
count for this ſingular conduct in his friends, 
and took the earlieſt occaſion, the next day, 
of enquiring from Lord B—-c-—p the mo- 
tives of it; when the myſtery was at once un- 
ravelled, and poor T—m—y has never fince 
reſumed his ſituation at C——n H—e. 
It is impoſſible to concur more heartily than 
we do, in abhorrence of the vice, however 
2 f much 
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much we may compaſſiomte the miſerable vic- 
tim to it; but, in the preſent inſtance, it 
would have been no derogation from his R—1 
H ſs's liberality and indulgence, if, after 
a gentle reprimand, he had manifeſted leſs 
ſeverity againſt the ſentiments of brotherly 
affection. 

Mr. O—l—w, notwithſtanding, diſplays a 
heart at caſe, and (perhaps from a conſciouſ- 
neſs of pure intentions,) betrays no tokens of 
diſappointment. His phaeton and ponies ſeem 
ever uppermoſt in his thoughts, and while in 
enjoyment of them, it does not appear that 
even a P——'s frowns can ruffle the ſerenity 
of his temper. 

This gentleman has been twice married, 
and ſpite of outward appearance, his good tem- 
per, and oddities, which are by no means un- 
pleaſant, although perhaps rather too highly 
ſeaſoned for the exquiſite delicacy of ſome fa- 
ſtidious female palates, procured him two good 
plentiful wives. He was deſerving of them, 
for he behaves well, and is in every reſpect an 
honeſt, good humoured, and honourable man. 

Such qualities he inherits from his father, 
whom as an arrant courtier, we deteſt ; but as 
a man 
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2 man in ſocial life, we admire and love him, 
as a perſon of the ſtricteſt honour and integri- 
ty; the beſt, the moſt indulgent of fathers ; 
of unqueſtionable probity and liberality in all 
his private dealings. 


EARL 
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EARL OF C—T—— 5. 


$—V—R—NS have been uniformly di- 
ſtinguiſhed for their happy ſelection of favour- 
ites, and hence we are to account for the ex- 
alted rank this N—b—n holds in the favour of 
our diſcerning C—t. His Lordſhip's excel- 
lence conſiſts in a variety of talents. He pro- 
vides food for laughter to the merry facetious 
humour of the K—g, and procures infallible 
corn-plaiſters for the Qn; and we hear that 
a new appointment is to be created for him, — 
Chiropodiſt to her M——y. 

We have already had occaſion to remark on 
the amazing powers of ſympathy. Amor ju- 
ſtitiæ is no leis a ruling principle in the R—1 
B—t than in that of his Lordſhip. In both, 
it holds ſuch ſovereign ſway, that the feeble 
claims of M—cy are ſcarcely audible. No 
tender plea is admitted to turn the courſe of 
| juſtice, ſtern, inexorable juſtice. Dr. D—d 
fell a victim to this firm, unſhaken virtue in his 
Friend and pupil; and the firſt act of executive 
power performed after a recovery from the 
moſt dreadful illneſs, was ſentence of dgath 
: on 


164 THE JOCKEY CLUB. 


on numberleſs unhappy wretches, who had 
been waiting many, many months, under all 
the ſenſations of anxiety and hope, and who 
had expended their laſt farthing to illuminate 
their darkſome cells on the joyful news: but, 
| alas! no joy for them. All their flattering 
proſpects were at once converted into miſery 
and deſpair : the dreadful- wartant of death 
came down: no reſpite ! no mitigation ! no 
mercy! Even the flinty heart of gaolets was 
diſſolved at the ſcene which enſued, from the 
effects of rage and diſappointment. The ſtern 
beheſt of law was rigorouſly executed. M 
was not allowed to temper j—ce, which, in 
all caſes, it was the barbarous policy, muſt be 
indiſcriminately adminiſtered : ſuch was the 
principle fatal to them. The murderer, and 
the youth, who, from bad and neglected habits, 
had brought himſelf to a ſtate of penury and 
want, and had ſtolen perhaps what was neceſſary 
to ſupport exiſtence, underwent the like dread- 
ful fate. No diſtinction of crime, no difference 
of puniſhment. If compaſſion had been reſi- 
dent in the r—1 h ſt, this ſurely was an occa- 
fron to bring it forth into action. 

The miſerable inſolvent debtor, whoſe lot 
22 1s 
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is ſearcely leſs pitiable, who expected the pri- 
ſon gates to leap from off their hinges, to re- 
ſtore him to the beſt of heavens gifts, immor- 
tal liberty ! in caſe of the much hoped for, al- 
though deſpaired of event. His expectations, 
alas! were equally diſappointed, The brighteſt 
jewel in the cn was dim and obſcure. No 
acts of n munificence were diſplayed, to 
gratify the anxious hopes that had been raiſed. 
No hoſpital enriched—ao hapleſs, eaptive 
debtor, (ſome induftrious tradeſman perhaps) 
burthened with a numerous family, whoſe miſ- 
_ fortunes had been wholly brought on by a 
generous credulity, enlarged, the priſon gates 
ſtill cleaved to their hinges, the r cof- 
fers did not diſgorge one atom of the enormous 
loads they contained. In lieu of fulfilling theſe 
dear expectations, which would have beſt 
evinced the genuine effuſions of piety and be- 
neficence, the public were amuſed with a ſo- 
lemn m-—k—ry of religious. worſhip, and a 
proud, oſtentatious proceſſion through the 
principal ſtreets of this city. Faſts and feſti- 
vals were proclaimed and celebrated; every 
ſpecies of riot and diſſipation encouraged; 
1 the people were kept in a ſtate of fer- 


mentation 
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mentation and uproar during ſeveral weeks. Feux 
de joie, and the moſt brilliant, expenſive, nocturnal 
illuminations, at the coſt of courtly ſycophants, 
and the genius of invention racked, to ſupply 
the artificial wants of the moſt exquiſite luxu- 
ry. The ambaſſadors of foreign princes ſtrove 
in emulation with each other, in 4 gorgeous 
diſplay of ſplendid magnificence, and every 
power of fancy was ranſacked on the occaſion. 
But all was falſe and hollow ; and it would be 
blaſphemous to ſuppoſe, that one deed of real 
charity, would not have been more acceptable 
to a juſt and merciful Deity, than all this 
vain-glorious parade of pomp and oftentation ; 
but, alas! into what records are we to ſearch 


for a ſingle inſtance of pure unaffected grati- 
tude ? Mercy is the firſt, the brighteſt attri- 


bute of prerogative, and if neglected in an hour 
like this, the virtue 20x fairly be one: dead 


in the heart. 
Was the impreſſion loſt of the faſcinating 


adreſs * when, with irreſiſtible eloquence 
the tecites the glowing language of our heaven- 
born . the panegyric on * ? —< It 


* Mrs. Siddons, q ” 
2 « becomes 
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* becomes the throned monarch better than 
« his crown, and earthly power does then ſhew 
* likeſt gods, when mercy ſeaſons juſtice.” — 

We have been led involuntarily into theſe 
reflections, and ſhall now proceed to offer a 
few further illuſtrations relative to this orna- 
ment of n—b—ty. 

If he does not inherit the wit and urbanity 
of his anceitor, he poſſeſſs a ſpecies of broader 
humour, more congenial with the taſte and 
pleaſant fancy of his rl m—t—r. His pre- 
ſence never fails to enliven the ſhades of W— 
ſ—r, and the chace becomes languid and un- 
intereſting, unleſs animated by the charms of 
his L-——p's converſation. Nor is he often 
truant from the ſport. 

It would be a flagrant injuſtice to the ſagaci- 
ty and penetration of a wiſe, diſcerning mch, 
to ſuppoſe him blind to the univerſal merit of 
this diſtinguiſhed character. As his M=—-y 
had wiſdom to diſcover, ſo had he candour 
and liberality to reward it. Hence, he was 
once appointed to fill a ſplendid embaſly at the 
c—t of M—d ; but although he regularly 
received the falary, and all the douceurs 


annexed to the appointment, yet he was ſo 
faſcinated 


— — 
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faſcinated by the beauty and accompliſhments 
of a celebrated yourbful French C—t—n , 
equally admired and beloved in England as in 
France, that he never proceeded further than 
Paris. On her, he fondly and generouſly laviſhed 
the ſums drawn from that embaſſy, whichhe was 
every way ſo tranſcendently calculated to dignity 
and adorn. Often have we beheld him in amour- 
ous tète-à - tẽte, ſhewing off thoſe native graces, 
ſo ſtrongly enforced by his predeceſſor, in a lage 
grille at the opera; where, had Rowlandſon 
or Bunbury been preſent, their talents would 
have had the fineſt ſubject to work upon, and 
we might then have had a proper companion 
to the tète- A- tẽte which has been already ſo in- 
geniouſly ſketched, of the E—1 of D—-y and 
Miſs F—-—n. | 

In the higher circles of faſhion, the domeſtic 
duties are in a great degree neglected; hence, it 
was no matter of wonder to behold L-dy C—d, 
in an oppoſite box, witneſſing with indifference 
the enthuſiaſm and tranſports of her faithleſs 
L—4; but as his L-—p's friend and patron 
affords in his own perſon, ſuch a tranſcendant 


* Mad—ſelle Du T—x, at that time was in her 


I | cxample 
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exam ple of con jugal fidelity, we flatter our- 
ſelves that it will operate to prevent any future 
wandering, and inſure to her L-dy—p the 7u// 
monopoly of ſuch an ineſtimable treaſure. 

We earneſtly recommend to his Lordſhip a 
diligent attention, to the important charge in- 
truſted to him; and flatter ourſelves that his 
conſummate {kill will prevent the public, who 
of late appear to enjoy ſuch hearty, ſolid ſatiſ- 
faction from the ri preſence, being ever 
again diſappointed by her M—ty, in con- 
ſequence of any lameneſs from her corns: 


——ĩ—  - ”— "<> — — — — 
— — — — 
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Co LUs ION. 


WE have at length waded through all the 
filth of this Augean Stable, and during our 
progreſs, it is a melancholy reflection, how 
tew exceptions of praiſe have occurred. — 
We have uniformly prided ourſelves on the 
ſtricteſt impartiality, and although its title may 
not announce it, yet the publication, even by 
thoſe, whoſe bittereſt enmity it may excite, 
muſt be allowed to inculcate a moral tenden- 
cy. —in expoſing the abſurdity and injuſtice of 
paying homage to thoſe who are virtually the 
moſt undeſerving, and of ſuffering ſuch a vile 
example, to operate to the detriment of real 
virtue and intrinſic excellence. 

Under the ſanction of that tyrant cuſtom, 
the moſt calamitous abuſes are conſecrated, 
and we have invariably exerted our beſt abili- 
ties, to undermine a ſyſtem, ſo fatal to the 
peace and general happineſs of the world. All 
the arguments that have been advanced, or 
that it is poſſible to advance againſt inno- 
vation, originate in the groſſeſt error and 
prejudice. If it had not been for this happy 

ſpii ĩt 
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ſpirit of innovation, what would be the ſtate 
of mechanics, mathematics, geography, aſtro- 
nomy, and all the uſeful arts and ſciences, 
tending to the inſtruction and felicity of man- 
kind at this day? Are governments, which 
carry error and miſery on the face of them, 
capable of leſs improvement, or are politics 
the only ſcience to be neglected? If we en- 
quire, who are the ſtaunch advocates of this 
anti- innovation doctrine, it will be found that 
they are perſons whoſe beſt ſtake is at iſſue, 
or if they keep concealed behind the curtain, 
they who appear in front, are agents dependent 
on them. The rulers themſelves are contented 
with pronouncing high ſounding encomiums 
on the conſtitution, but if preſſed to argument, 
they make a retreat, and do no more than re- 
peat the aſſertion. Aſſertion and argument 
may be as different from each other, as truth 
and falſchood. With equal conſiſtency, I 
might proclaim Sir Iſaac Newton the moſt ar- 
rant blockhead that ever exiſted, and if urged 
for any reaſons, might get off with equal eclat, 
by replying in the ſame manner. With con- 
cern, we have of late beheld the leaders of both 
parties in this country, employing the ſame 
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means to uphold a ſyſtem that reaſon and hu- 
manity explode, and which experience has 
brought into. danger. They concur in this 
one ſingle point, but do not affign the ſhadow 
of reaſon, whereon to reſt their panegyric. To 
argue from a comparative ſtate of nations 
at a particular period, is fallacious in the ex- 
freme ; but even, attended with ſuch flattering 
circumſtances, are not the moſt crying evils 
every where ſtaring us in the face under this 
moſt boaſted government? Mr. P—tt and 
his friends, having got poſſeſſion of the loaves 
and fiſhes, naturally are deſirous to preſerve 
the monopoly, and no method ſeems more 
feaſible for their purpoſe, than having once 
gained an empire over the underſtandings of 
Men, to perpetuate that empire, by an im- 
poſition on their credulity—but the true and 
only reaſon for not attempting a reform in the 
ſtate of things, is that the intereſt of corrup- 
tion requires them to remain as they are. 
Hence, as we have before obſerved on this to- 
pic, all parties now ſeem to agree: they who 
poſſeſſing the good things, being aftaid to 
riſque the leaſt alteration that might affect 
| 5 poſſeſſion, and the candidates of future 
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expectation, dreading the utter extinction of 
thoſe good things, which they ſtil] look up to, 
with hope and ayidity. 

It was with real concern that on the firſt day 
of this ſeſſions of parliament, we heard Mr. 
F—x pronounce the moſt languid, irrelevant, 
and unmeaning ſpeech that he ever uttered. 
Different from the ſtyle he adopted laſt 
year, all his expreſſions regarding liberty were 
guarded by a timidity and caution which indu- 
ces a ſuſpicion that he is under the direction of 
ſome ariſtocratic influence. The ſucceſſor to the 
eſtates and property of the mild and virtuous 
R— m is as proud and haughty a 
N n as the world can produce, Mr. 
P—x i is reported to be not in affluent circugn- 
ſtances, but 2a firm and erect mind, poverty 
ſhould animate, rather than depreſs, and it be- 
comes a ſpirit like his, to ſcorn dependence, and 
to ſtrikg out a ſphere of action, where he may 
draw all the virtue and talents i in the nation to 
his aid. 

The contention ſeems ta be in all occaſions a 
baſe ſtruggle for power. The only meritorious 
act we remember iſſuing from the c n, is, 
where it lately recommended a re -peal of cer- 
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tain taxes. Yet from an affected jealouſy, far 
fetched and inconſiderate, the great leaders of 
oppoſition condemn it, inſtead of exerting 
their whole powers, to extend the principle 
further. It is this ſelfiſh ſpirit which renders 
the great body of the people under the pre- 
ſent ſyſtem. indifferent as to the individuals, in 
whom the reins of government are veſted. 
They perceive that the plan is uniform and 
regularly conducted ; therefore they do not in- 
tereit themſelves in ſuch matters; and it is 
only on a ſenſe and conviction of their own in- 
tereſt and ſecurity, when ſatisfied with the per- 
hdy and ſelfiſhneſs of both parties, that they 
will rouſe and aſſert themſelves. Let us hope 
the enlightened period is not far diſtant. 

It is neceſſary, on particular occaſions, for 
miniſters to affect popularity, in order to keep 
pace with, or eclipſe the exertions of their 
rivals. But if really ſincere, why does not Mr. 
P tt marſhal his miniſterial phalanx in almoſt 
the only caſe where he neglects it, and where, 
the influence of ſuch authority is to be endured, 
and iſſue forth the r—1 fiat, in order to procure 
an abolition of that deteſtable traffick in human 
fleſh, the Slave Trade,—a commerce, that de- 
grades humanity far beneath the brute. Except 

| thoſe, 
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thoſe, whom intereſt, or the influence of inte- 
reſted men have rendered callous to the moſt 
painful ſufferings of their fellow creatures, there 
is but one opinion, and one wiſh on the ſubject. 
It would be a libel on humanity to ſuppoſe the 
contrary. They who are intereſted to keep up 
a continuance of this execrable traffick on the 
coaſt of Africa, artfully explain the abolition of 
that trade, as implying the emancipation of 
the negroes in the Britiſh Weſt-India iſlands 
alſo, (and better would it be, were the ſy- 
ſtem univerſal;) but no ſuch thing has been 
ever hitherto propoſed by thoſe who have 
ſtood forth the moſt zealous advocates of the 
rights of nature, in favour of thoſe oppreſſed 
tortured wretches. They only wiſh for an ef- 
fectual and immediate ſtop to the importation 
of any ſlaves into our Weſt-India Iſlands. That 
done, ſelf intereſt and the occaſional regulations 
of a wiſe and humane legiſlature, would ſoon 
make the ſituation of the preſent ſlaves ceaſe to 
be a diſgrace to the Britiſh name and character. 
The next plea urged by theſe patrons of, or 
ſharers in this barbarity, is, that our plantations 
could not be cultivated without a conſtant ſup- 
ply from Africa; but it has been indiſputably 
M 4 proved, 
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proved, that, in all the iſlands, one year with 
anqther, the births equal, if not exceed the 
deaths amongſt this miſerable, ſuffering race. 
How much greater therefore would the popu- 
lation be, if they were treated with leſs ſeve- 
rity, and a promiſcuous intercourſe between 
the ſexes prevented, by the united influence 
of religion and civil polity. Beſides, the planters 
have been eagerly purchaſing as many ſlaves as 
poſſible, ſince the commencement of theſe 
worthy exertions in the cauſe of humanity- 
Thus overſtocked, in many places, they could 
feel no immediate, nor even diſtant inconve- 
nience from the abolition, if they would con- 
deſcend to ſhew even common attention and 
mercy to their preſent ſlaves. If they will not, 
let them meet the puniſhment due to them, 
both here, and hereafter. 

We could proceed further in this digteſſion, 
but the limits of our publication will not al- 
low j It. 

It is really diſguſting, even ſhocking to 
ſuſceptible minds, that the people ſhould 
be for ever inſulted with encomiums on 
the  excellency of this C=t—t—n, while no 
one effectual plan is deviſed or propoſed for 
relief 
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relief of the numberleſs wretched . ſufferers 
of various deſcriptions, who lie bleeding in an- 
guiſh, owing to the vices ſpringing from it. 
Is the nature of Engliſhmen more vicious and 
depraved than that of the inhabitants of other 
countries, that the number of capital execu- 
tions, —of convicts and confined debtors in this 
little iſland, far exceed that which is to be 
found through the whole cantinent of Europe? 
It would be no leſs irrational than illiberal to 
ſuppoſe it. The defect therefore eyidently ex- 
iſts in the laws; and barbarous muſt it ever 
appear, yearly to execute or. torture, by a ba- 
niſhment worſe than death, ſuch an incredible 
number of wretches, without an effort on the 
part of government to cure, or even palliate 
the evil.——lt is the duty, and ought. to be 
the principle of a great miniſter, to extend his 
views far beyond his own miſerable ſyſtem of 
finance ;—and when Mr. P—tt, enveloped in 
all the ſullen pride and dignity of oftice, in 
pompous phraſes, again proclaims that wealth 
and proſperity for which the nation is indebted 
to him, let him, as ſome draw-back on that 
pride and vain-glory, with which he is elat- 
ed, take a comprehenſive and general ſurvey 
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of things; let him explain the contents of that 
gazette, which is publiſhed twice a week, in 
a manner, as it were under his own direction; 
he will thence diſcover, an evidence of all this 
boaſted ſplendor and proſperity, rather the con- 
verſe of what he wiſhes to eſtabliſh—that the 
number of bankrupts far exceeds that of any 
former period. Let him explore the condition 
of our gaols ;—he will find the full comple- 
ment of miſerable convicts and impriſoned 
debtors. Let him traverſe the rounds of this 
metropolis, and of the country at large, he will 
perceive that the ſum of poverty *, and vice, 
its conſtant attendant, is not diminiſhed, and that 
the proviſions of life areat ſuch a price, as whol- 
ly precludes the poorer claſs from enjoyment of 
them; and without encroaching further on his 
time and labours, let him then devote ſome por- 
tion of them to the remedy of theſe glaring 
evils, before he again indulges in verboſe, high 
ſounding panegyrics on the unrivalled excel- 
lence of a c-—t t—n, which not only tole- 
rates, but even encourages them. 

Let it be remembered alſo, to the honour of the 
Engliſh government, that in a nation, not containing 


more than ſeven millions of people, two millions ſter- 
ling are far inadequate for the poor of that country. 
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It is neither expected nor required from Mr. 


P—tt, to deliver eſſays on civil government. 
Every man's own reaſon and conviction is a 
more faithful arbiter in this caſe than he, or 
any miniſter that has gone before him. The 
fact is this, every government muſt be conſti- 
tutionally bad, that is ſupported by, or coun- 
tenances corruption. Let him therefore look 
back to paſt times, or conſult the hiſtory of his 
own adminiſtration in particular, and then let 
him anſwer if this boaſted government is not 
vitiated by fimilar means. But if the Britiſh 
conſtitution be fundamentally good, why is 
the nation precluded from the full benefits of 
it. Let the army and navy be reduced to their 
proper legal eſtabliſhment, to an eſtabliſhment 
founded on juſt principles ; and, as to the firſt 
ſtep preparatory to the annihilation of corrup- 
tion, reſtore integrity and purity to parliaments; 
ſhorten their duration ; and render to every 
man, not diſqualified by nature or by crime, 
the right of voting for his repreſentative ; then 
the ſyſtem may be meliora ted, wars aboliſh- 
ed,—no more the real intereſts of the people 
be facrificed to the ideal honour and dignity of 
crowns, nor freſh burthens impoſed, merely to 
increaſe 


a Te ality Are eat eee, — 


180 THE JOCKEY CLUB. 


increaſe the revenue, and to enſlave them- 
ſelves. | 

Mr. F—x we believe ſincere in his endea- 
vours to fix ſome partial limits to the exceſſive 
influence of the c——n ; but the influence and 
corruption of ariſtocracy is no leſs dangerous; 
and he appears far leſs ſenſible to the danger. 
Mr. P—tt may extol in high flown ſtrains, the 
vaſt benefits ariling from the immenſe over- 


grown opulence of the ariſtocratic landholder ; 


but if he were leſs ſparing of his eloquence, 
and more liberal in his arguments, jt would 
redound more to conviction. Let lim point 


out theſe benefits, and alledge one ſatisfactory 


reaſon, why this unnatural opulence ſhould not 
receive an additional and proportionate increaſe 
of taxation, as a relief to the intolerable bur- 
thens that preſs on the maſs of the people. 
When he has verificd his poſitions by argu- 
ment, he will be entitled to attention and re- 


ſpect: till then, his aſfertions are mere decla- 


mation, and ſhould be ſcouted accordingly. 
In proportion as reaſon and philoſophy are ex- 
tending their empire over the world, the rulers 
of nations are ſtraining every nerve to check 
their progreſs, and deſtroy the effects. The 


genius 
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genius of liberty, however, is rouſed, and aid- 
ed by ſuch powerful ſuccours, victory muſt 
eventually enſue. The human faculties have 
been long under the dominion of a barbarous 
Gothic ignorance. The lights of knowledge 
begin to diſſipate the gloom, and a ſucceſsful 
example will convince all nations of the abuſes 
that have been practiſed on them. If the 
American revolution operated as an example 
upon France, ſurely it is natural to imagine, 
from her vicinity, that the F rench tevolution 
will operate at leaſt with equal effe& upon us, 
The people will ſoon revolt againſt the influ- 
ence of corruption, and extirpate the infamous 
doctrine, of the many being facrificed, to ſwell 
the pride, and pamper the luxury of a few. 
All things have hitherto hung on the chain of 
of r---1 or afiſtocratie influence, deſtitute of 
their invigorating rays, genius and merit lan- 
guiſh and die in obſcurity.---Under their pro- 
tection, ignorance and infamy flouriſh. 

No redreſs however can be expected, till the 
enormous influence of theſe two branches is 
reduced. The people therefore muſt finally 
judge and act for themſelves. The rays. of 

2 +. KnOW- 
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knowledge begin to prevail. Mr. Locke ob- 
ſerves, © that there remains inherent in the 
people, a ſupreme power to remove or alter 
e the legiſlature, whenever they find the le- 
4 giſlative act contrary to the truſt repoſed 
« in them, for when ſuch a truſt is abuſed, 
eit is thereby forfeited, and devolves to thoſe 
* who gave it.” This is the true conſtitu- 
tional language of Engliſhmen ; it is the lan- 
guage of liberty; it is the organ of nature; Mr. 
Blackſtone * calls it the idea of a very noble 
mind, but is pleaſed to ſtyle it merely theoretical. 

What is the preſent practice ? 

A man like Gibbon, whoſe writings have 
exalted the glory of his country, and whoſe 
great literary fame has reached the utmoſt ex- 
tremities of the civilized world, is neceſſitated. 
to live (an exile as it were) in a foreign clime, 
in obſcurity and diſtreſs, while ſuch a number 
of locuſts, nati conſumere fruges, are preying 
on its vitals, ſupported by this profligate 
dependence. Surely, ſuch perverſion of na- 
tional property proves the inſenſibility and de- 
generacy of the government that encourages it. 


* Mr. B. was at this time he wrote his commenta- 
ries ſolicitor to the Q——n. 


| 1 | Mr. 
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Mr. T. St—le, an humble protege of the 
D—ke of R-, is a privy counſellor, 
and J—t p—y m-t-r of the forces, while 
Mr. Gibbon is left to cultivate philoſophy and 


ſcience at Launſanne, without a protector or 


a friend. This infamous neglect is not con- 
faned to the preſent adminiſtration. When 
the D—ke of M—I—t—r went ambaſſador 


to Paris Mr. Gibbon was deſirous to attend . 


him as ſecretary, but at that time likewiſe, 


his merits were ſuperſeded by the ſuperior 


claim and pretenſions of Mr. A—t—y S— 
r—r, to whom the appointment was granted, 


Mr, $—r—r had the ſanction of Lord C— 


les recommendation; Mr. G—b—n had 
only his own merit to recommend him. The 
philoſopher however, has this advantage: in 
all countries, his vaſt comprehenſive mind 
creates a field of reſources; while the pitiful 
vernacular genius of a m—k—y like 8— 
r—r, or a d—ce like St—le, is rooted to its 
own native ſoil, nor can exift beyond it. 

The author feels conſcious of another me- 
rit He has waged war generally with thoſe 
of an exalted condition in life:—never with 
perſons in adverſity, or under misfortune. 

N His 
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His motto is invariable: Parcere ſubjeckis, ei 
debellare ſuperbot. He has uniformly written 
from knowledge and conviction, neither 
warped by pattiality or diſlike. In his poli- 
tical digreſſions, he has ſpoken freely, as it 
appears to him, a man ought to think, and to 
ſpeak. If the fundamental principles of the 
B——#ih Cn be good, it has not with- 
-ſtood the depredations of time. Numberleſs 
evils have crept in atid deformed its beauty. 
Who is hardy enough to deny the vexatious 
delay of legal proceſſes, and the unneceſſary 
infamous extortion attending them, whereby 
the lawyers amaſs fortunes, and their unhappy 
clients are often ruined? Who will deny the 
exiſtence of numberleſs uſeleſs expenſive ſine- 
titres, whereby the field of corruption is en- 
larged—the burthens of the people increaſed; 
and vice and profligacy encouraged ———— 

The mockery of parliamentary repreſenta- 
tion is too notorious to dwell on, notwith- 
ſtanding the jeſuitical ſophiſtry of thoſe who 
are intereſted to keep up the juggle. The 
influence of the crowyg is preſerved only to 
its preſent extent, by an annual increaſe 


of 
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of taxation *, whereby the ſpirit of the 
people is depreſſed, and prepared to endure 
freſh burthens. Our penal laws, as actually 
adminiſtered, are odious, and tyrannical, and 
have no relation whatever, with the true ſpirit 
of a liberal government. The laws between 
debtor and creditor in particular, are equally 
injurious to each party, and profitable only to 
the moſt villainous part of the community +, 
who extort money from the miſeries of the one 
and the credulity of the other. 

Our criminal laws are too indiſcriminate and 
ſanguinary. The murderer, and the wretch, 
who, prompted by want, and unreſtrained by 
the precepts of example or education, deſtitute 
of the benefit of either, commits a theft to ſup- 
port exiſtence, receive an equal puniſhment. 
All theſe abuſes are tolerated. Why ?—mere- 
ly to avoid the riſk of innovation! 


* It is worthy to be remarked, if it was not for the 
burthen of taxes which exiſt iu this country, that ori- 
ginate in the vicious conſtruction, or at leaſt in the de- 
viation from the firſt principles of our conſtitution, eve- 
ry article of life would be ſeventyper cent. cheaper, and 
the humane paſſenger would avoid thoſe ſpeQacles, that 
daily affect his ſenſibility, 

+ The loweſt claſs of pettifogging attornies. 
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Is ſuch language to be endured at this boaſt- 
ed period of enlightened knowledge, the end 
of the 18th century ? Is the fame ſyſtem for 
ever to prevail, and the wretched multitude to 
be ever dragged in the chains of ignorance and 
ſervitude, by the chicanery and preſumptu- 
ous arrogance of thoſe who have uſurped do- 
minion over them? But when is this nation 
to expect redreſs, when even oppoſite 
parties oncur in augmenting its difficulties? 
Without derogating from the reſpect and ve- 
neration due to r—t—y, it may rationally be 
demanded, at a time, when the people are 
taxed at the rate of ſeventeen ſhillings in the 
pound, if there is not a kind of indelicacy and 
cruelty, in requiring an additional eſtabliſh- 
ment for any part of the r—l family, while 
the ſ—v—n coffers are aſſerted to contain 
wealth to the amount of nine or ten 
million. Every gentleman pays his own phy- 
fician, but if, in gratitude for the manifold 
bleſſings derived from the preſent r—n, the 
r—] dofor was paid by the nation, yet there 
can be no reaſon, why, under every circum- 
ſtance, it ſhould make additional proviſion for 
the r=] children, when the p—r—ts are 

fully 
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fully competent and able to provide the moſt 
ſplendid eſtabliſhment for them. 

Party attachments govern men; and the 
loaves and fiſhes are the objects of contention. 
Policy had ſtruck out a kind of collifion in the 
r—l f—m—ly, whereby government in re- 
ality was ſtrengthened ; as adminiſtration and 
oppoſition became equally attached to its dif- 
ferent branches ; and the diſtinguiſhed patriot, 
even the man of the people, took the 
earlieſt occaſion of publicly pledging himſelf, 
whenever the queſtion ſhould be agitated, that 
he would yield his zealous ſupport to any pro- 
poſition for the moſt extenſive proviſion. The 
patriots, at the beginning of this century, were 
men of a very different deſcription : Sir John 
St. Aubyn and Mr. Shippen were made of 

ſterner ſtuff. It was not the intereſt or fear 
of princes that would ever have ſeduced them 
to compromiſe the intereſts of their country- 
men. They would have probed the thing 
more deeply, and pointed out, with perſpicui- 
ty, where, all circumſtances conſidered, the 
burthen of maintaining this unneceſſary ex- 
pence and oſtentation ought to fall. 

To dwell on theſe abuſes, and the attempts 
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that are making to perpetuate them, is really 
painful to a mind, not altogether void of ſen- 
fibility. The Author has endeavoured to point 
them out in plain but forcible terms. He is 
conſcious of his own numberleſs errors, and 
happy beyond meaſure ſhould he eſteem him- 
ſelf, if through the channel of his writings, he 
could make ſome atonement for them, by en- 
forcing the practice of liberality, virtue, and 
truth in others. 
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THE END, 


